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Lesson Calendar 
Golden Text for the Quarter: And it came to pass, when the 
days were well-nigh come that he should be received up, 


he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, and sent mes- 
sengers before his face.—Luke g : 51. 
1. July 3.—Pictures of the Kingdom. . .°. : Matt. 13 : 31-33, 44-52 
2. Jat 10,-—Review 
3. July 17.—Peter’s Confession ....... Matt. 16 : 13-28 
4. July 24.—The Transfiguration -...... Matt. 17: 1-8, 14-20 
jaz 3t.—A Lesson on Forgiveness... ... Matt. 18 : 21-35 
z August 7.—Jesus on the Way to Jerusalem . Matt. 1g : 1-2, 13-26 
. August 14.—The Laborers in the Vineyard. . . . Matt. 20 : 1-16 
3 August 21.—Jesus Nearing Jerusalem Matt. 20 : 17-34 
9. August 28.—Jesus Entering Jerusalem. . .‘. . . Matt. 21 : 1-17 
10, September 4.—Two Parables of Judgment. . . . Matt. 21 : 33-46 
a1. September 11.—The King’s Marriage Feast. . . . Matt. 22: 1-14 
12. September 18.—Three Questions . .-. . . Matt. 22 : 15-22, 34-46 
13. September 25.—Temperance Lesson Gal. 5 : 15-26 
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Fishers of Men 


By Amos R. Wells 


EN can live where fishes are, 
Leave the mountain and the star, 
Leave the meadow shining fair, 

And the sunny reach of air, 

Sink into the cold and dark 
Regions of the eel and shark, 
Grovel in the weeds and slime 
And the wrecks of olden time, 
Lose the thought of warm and bright 
And the very sense of light, 

Grow them fins and horny scales p 
And the twist of fishy tails, 

And at length forever be 

Fixed and lost within the sea. 


Fling abroad the gospel net! 
We may save them even yet. 
Pull its kind, insistent folds 
Till it captures, till it holds, 
Till it lifts the fish again 

To the upper world of men; 
Till it places them once more 
In the life they knew before. 


What though waves are fierce and high 
And the storm is in the sky, 

And our boat is far from land, 

And the harsh ropes tear the hand ? 
Fishermen disciples we 

As of old in Galilee. 

Worn and weary, cold and wet, 
Cheerily we fling the net, 

Sweeping through the waves of wo: 
Men, our brothers, are below ! 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 








Is Worry Necessary ? 
Worry is a deadly poison, and not a merely dis- 
quieting incident in our daily life. Worry is at war 


with trust in God. Worry wears out energy, pulls 
down the body, -stupefies the mind, and paralyzes the 
will And yet some of us without any keen sense of 
shame admit that we do worry, and say that we can- 
not help it. But when we face what worry is, in its 


bad reality and deadly results, we do not so easily 
accept it as necessary in our lives. Worry is no more 
necessary than lying or stealing, or drinking intoxi- 
cating (which means ‘‘ poisoning’) liquors. 


x 


‘Winning God’s Best 


God cannot give us of his best to-day without our 
help. For God’s best blessing for any child of his 
always means that that one takes some part in fulfill- 
ing or bringing to pass the blessing. Muscle-growth 
means muscle-exercise. God does not stuitify or de- 
grade us by permitting us to be only passive recep- 
tacles of his goodness : in order that his power and 
love may reach their full fruition in us he provides 
that we shall join our energies to his omnipotence. 
So this means that we must do something about it, 
to-day, if the day is to record a high-water mark in 
God's blessing of our lives. It will call for definite 
activity in some direction, and it will call for self- 
repression, self-sacrifice, self-death, at the same time. 
All this is hard ; but what is any blessing worth unless 
it is at least partially earned ? 


** God has his best things for the few 
Who dare to stand the test. 
God has his second choice for those 
Who will not have his best.’’ 


Self-Exalting Suicide 


Self-exaltation never exalts a man, but always 
lowers him, Not only do others think less of him 
when he tries to impress them with his greatness, but 
he himself is less of a man every time he attempts 
this. It is only part of the inexorable law that if a 
man seeks his life he shall lose it, but if he is willing 
to lose it he shall find it When a neighbor learnsof 
something that is highly creditable to us, but learns 
of it indirectly, without our having had any part in 
telling him, his opinionof us goes up. If weourselves 


go and tell him of that same thing, in order to impress 
him with what we have done, although the thing it- 
self remains unchanged and is just as creditable as 
ever, nevertheless our telling of it is not creditable : 
and his opinion of us goes down. How slow we are 
tolearn this ! How wedo hurt ourselves by trying to help 
ourselves! Manya good man who is really a great man 
is marring his goodness and turning his greatness into 
pettiness by going after this will-o'-the-wisp of repu- 
tation. The self-sought reputation is self-destroyed. 
When we die to self, and leave wholly to God the 
impression that our life may be creating in the minds 
of others, our reputations will steadily improve. 
‘For God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to 
the humble."’ 
ax 


Sin’s Worst Punishment 

God does not need to punish the sinner. The 
Devil attends to that. Indeed, if there were no such 
being as Satan (though on this point the Bible leaves 
us in no doubt), the man who sins would be adequately 
punished every time he sins, for, as Dr. Stalker has 
said with directness, ‘‘The worst punishment of sin 
is sin." Sin is the most wretched, misery-breeding, 
pain-producing, awful thing, in and of itself, that one 
who is made in the image of the sinless God can take 
into his life. The immediate effect on the life is the 
breaking of relationship with God, in whom is all life, 
and power, and joy, and the destroying of God's image 
in the life. No worse punishment is needed or could 
be added. Of course, Satan seeks to conceal from us 
as much of this as he can, at the time, and he often 
succeeds ; but our blindness to the fact and nature of 
sin does not alter its fact and nature. The next time 
we find ourselves worrying whether some sin of ours 
is going to be ‘‘ found out,’’ to the hurt of our repu- 
tation, let us try to realize that no such possible after 
effect of the sin can equal the destructiveness that it 
has already worked in us. And then let us face our 
next temptation in remembrance of this worst punish- 
ment of sin, which is the sin itself. 
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Realizing the Actual Presence of Christ 


. rdaearer & and companionship in the deepest 
things of life are a human necessity, and the 
sense of the need has been expressed by the 
persistent hero-worship of all ages. Men have been 
willing to render obedience to a masterful personality 
who could express and lead their deepest thoughts 
and feelings. 

Experience has shown how insufficient such leader- 
ship has been, in order to interpret the deepest and 
changing needs of the inner life. Most people have 
had their hero for only a section of life. They out- 
live their heroes. Their new experiences demand 
other leadership. And this is where Christ becomes 
a necessity. He comes in response to a need. That 
need which no other leader can supply. He is not 
an arbitrary imposition upon life: And he is here in 
our modern days as much as he ever was with his dis- 
ciples long ago, _ There is no such thing as distance 
in the life of the spirit. Distance is connected only 
with physical conditions. So that when we say that 
jesus is here, we. are not using a poetic expression, 
but uttering an actual fact. And it is the high privi- 
lege of every Christian to enter into and to develop an 
actual, personal association with Christ through every 
day.and every experience of theday. This isthe heart 
of Christianity. ‘This isthe soul of spiritual experience. 
But there are very many whodo not enter into the reali- 
zation of it. There are several things in the common 
experience that keep some back from the realization 
of this friendship. 

The first hindrance is that they think Christ's pres- 





ence is available for those alone who have reached a 
certain standard of excellence in living, and that below 
that standard we are glestined to walk alone. But this 
is not true. If we honestly surrender all known wrong 
and accept the divine pardon, it is our immediate 
privilege to enter into fellowship with the living Christ. 

There are others who think that Christ's presence 
can become a reality only as it is felt. They make 
feeling the condition of realizing his nearness, and 
consequently his presence is only an occasional real- 
ity. Now, if we will eliminate feeling from the ques- 
tion it is our privilege to walk with Christ through 
every hour. If we are willing to pat his promise over 
against all contradictions of feeling, we shall be able 
continuously to realize the presence of our Master. 

There are also those who have preconceived notions 
as to how the presence of Christ should manifest itself 
in their lives. They make certain prognostications as 
to how he will act when he comes definitely into their 
experience. And of course when these signs are not 
forthcoming they do not believe that he has come. 
But if we are ready to eliminate all such preconceived — 
notions as to how Jesus will manifest himself, and 
simply accept his presence, we have already entered 
upon a relationship that may be unbroken in its abid- 
ing duration. 

Another hindrance to the realization of the presence 
of Christ is persistence in known sin. This acts as 
darkness in a room. Darkness does not put things 
out of a room, but it makes us unconscious of) their 
presence. Darkness does not cause the contents of a 
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book to vanish, but it makes our eyes incapable of 
reading. So sin retained does not put Christ away, 
_but it makes it impossible for us to realize his pres- 
ence. : 

Self-consciousness is also a hindrance to the realiza- 
tion of the presence of Christ. We cannot think of 
ourselves and of our Master at the same time. All 
self-consciousness is weakness. It matters not whether 
it is self-consciousness of our good or bad selves. 
That attitude of mind which is introspective eclipses 
the sense of the presence of Jesus, We cannot be 
self-conscious and Christ-conscious at the same 
time. 

We must believe that Christ is in our life without 
anything to verify the belief except his promise. 
When we take that step, then will come other signs 
in our lives that he is there, for which we shall be 
thankful, but we must never forget that these signs 
may vanish. These mirrors in which we see the pres- 
ence reflected may be broken or covered over with a 
film or a mist, So that the final basis of our knowl- 
edge of the presence of Christ in life must always be 
simple trust. So that if one makes this to be the final 
basis, it is self-evident that we shall never doubt his 
presence under any circumstances except when we re- 
turn to wilful sin, which of course would paralyze the 
act of trust. No life can believe which persists in 
known wrong, for the known wrong would kill the act 
of faith. 

When we accept the actual presence of Christ, as a 
fact, then we take up an attitude of surrender to his 
will. We do not then initiate things, we wait for 
him, We are in the attitude of surrender, and he, of 
initiation. Surrender does not merely mean giving up 
a few things that some people count wrong. Surren- 
der means the acceptance of the mind of Christ as the 
rule of life. And this implies that Christ immediately 
makes communications of his will. And this is surely 
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true to experience, Wherever there is the attitude of 
surrender there is also the manifestation of the pres- 
ence of Christ through, utterance of his purpose. 
Christ is manifested in li ot ee ee 
ing to him as by his speaking to us. itis in the 
tude of obedience that we enter upon the lifelong 
possibility of companionship with our Master. 

There are certain consequences which issue from 
this attitude. One realizes as a result the rationality 
of life. Questions are silenced. Ambiguities are 
cleared away, The meaninglessness of life is changed 
oe So ena in the midst of dark facts. 

One bi possessed of a quiet sense of strength. 
The necessity for strain and feverishness ceases in the 
consciousness of one’s life, however obscure, having a 
distinct place in the cosmic order, which the largeness 
of the world or the intrigue of men does not displace. 
There is no need for pushing and driving in order to 
have one’s life count. For there grows upon one an 
unshaken assurance that it has its own place in the 
great scheme of things. 

And one puts the emphasis of his thought upon the 
power that is back of his life rather than upon the 
moods and frailties of his own being. The emphasis 
of thought is upon him who is behind all the imper- 
fection and weakness. The emphasis of thought is 
changed from resting upon one’s feelings to dwelling 
upon divine strength. One thinks of himself in terms 
of divine power rather than in terms of his changing 
sensations, And there flows from this attitude a sense 
of the eternal world in one’s own life which uncon- 
sciously. spreads to other lives and manifests itself to 
the outside world at once as an inspiration and as a 
rebuke, and strikes the elemental character of those 
who come in contact with it. When no other influ- 
ence can. reach the deep places in lives, the personal- 
ity which realizes the actual presence of Christ uncon- 
sciously succeeds, ‘ . 





After the Town Goes Dry, What? 

«The solution of the temperance problem is no 
‘longer theoretical; but immensely’ practical. - The 
liquor traffic is being crowded to the wall or blotted 
out of existence in thousands upon thousands of 


square miles in North America to-day. Does this 
fact, which gives us so much.to be grateful for, con- 
front us with a new problem of difficulty and impor- 
tunce? A reader in New York state believes so, and 
makes this inquiry : 


Will you let me know how to find out what is being done, in 
towns where the saloons have suddenly been closed, to supply 
a better substitute? In the town of Clayton, New York, pro- 
hibition has been voted for with a large majority in favor of no 
license. ‘The law goes into effect the first of October. There 
is a Canadian town, however, across the river, where liquor is 
to be sold as usual. There isa strong opposition also on the 

art of the hotel people. The Frontenac and another large 
Rotel will be closed during the two years that the law is in 
force. ‘This will injure the business men of Clayton very much. 
Consequently g substitutes must be found for the saloons 
at once, so that they can be well started before the saloons are 
closed. If you will put us in the way to get intormation in re- 

ard to what other places in this situation are doing to meet 
the difficulties, we shall be very much indebted to you. 


Is a substitute for the saloon needed? Does the 
abolition of the saloon leave a vacancy which must be 
filled by something else? Or is the saloon simply a 
parasite feeding upon society, the removal of which 
merely allows any community to live its normal life 
without having its health sapped by this abnormal, liv- 
ing excrescence? Many would be inclined to view it in 
this light, and to believe that there is no more need of 
replacing the saloon than of replacing a fire which is 
burning up a building. We put the fire out, and 
save or rebuild the structure... We are putting the 
saloon out, and the normal structure of town, village, 


or city life is simply given a better chance to stand. 


firm. 

The saloon often used to be called the poor man’s 
club. But is club life a desirable thing, for either 
poor man or rich, when it means the spending of 
hours or whole evenings away from home and family? 
There will de homes, when the saloon goes out, that 
could not exist -nor be supported when the money and 
attention that are needed for home-making went to 
the man behind the bar. On the theory that a re- 
spectable, well regulated poor man's club was needed, 
a certain Subway Tavern experiment was tried.a few 
years ago in New York; but it failed. It was not 
attractive to the nven who patronize real saloons, prob- 





ably because it was too--respectable arid. lacked: the 
freedom and complete abandon that go only with 
drinking-to excess.:. There is‘a-proper place for such 


reading rooms and rest or’ ‘recreation rooms as most’ 


Young Men's’ Christian Associations: provide ; but 
these are not inténded to offer men ‘the sort of fellow- 
ship that they found in saloons, and it would be re- 
grettable if they did. As for the general business 
conditions in a dry town, and hotel keeping, it has 
already been abundantly demonstrated that business 
improves rather than suffers, and that hotels that are 
really needed can be profitably conducted without 
liquor revenue. But if a hotel's only reason for or 
hope of existence is its liquor traffic, then the sooner 
it closes up the better. 

Are there readers of The Sunday School Times who 
have different views to ‘express, based on actual ex- 
perience or observation in communities that have shut 
out liquor, and that have found it expedient: to pro- 
vide something special to meet the changed condi- 
tions? If so, the Editor would be glad to hear from 
them, that their reports may be considered for publi- 
cation in this department. 


x 
Does God’s Way Succeed ? 


There are some questions that need only to be 

asked, to know their, answer, and one of these is as to 
whether we may really depend upon God's directions 
and promises as having a thoroughly practical value. 
A Michigan woman of sound sense brings the ques- 
tion in this form : 
” ‘The question of “' raising’’ versus ‘‘ giving"’ money is + in 
our Woman's Society, myself on the “‘ giving'’ side. he 
Times has given space to discussions pro and con, and I'm 
thereby impelled to ask what, in your personal judgment, is 
the plan followed by the most successful churches in the coun- 
trv—*' the most successful’ in the best sense. Am told that 
‘tall the churchés, or nearly all; are following the ‘raising’ 
plan '’—a statement I'm not yet ready to admit. 


The most successful churches, like the most suc- 
cessful men, are those that hold closest to God's re- 
vealed will. As to whether the churches that do this 
are in the majority, that is an unimportant question, 
of no practical bearing on one’s duty ; and the Editor 
has no information upon it. The men of that type 
are not yet in the majority ; very likely the churches 
are not. Majorities are usually wrong ‘in questions 
of high moral stand. But abundant information has 
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been secured and published in these columns—and 
here i to come—to show that churches that 
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barter with giving. The most successful churches— 
ated and tually—take God at his 
wi 


blessing, than the 
municate to his children his will for them, when they 
meet the conditions for his this. But how may 
we know his voice when he speaks? That is the 
question that troubles a French Canadian minister, 
who writes : 


I read your short editorial entitled ‘An Audience With the 
King," in which you say : ‘* We are free to enter directly into 
the King’s nce, without formality or waiting, and there, 
alone with him, tell him about anyt and wane that 
concerns us."’ . I have no trouble with that part of the quota- 
tion, and I bless God for the truth it contains, But you add, 
“And get his counsels as to what we had better do.’ Here 
is my difficulty. I can talk to him in prayer, but I cannot so 
easily feel, or know, that he talks to me. Thoughts come to 
me while I pray: are these always God's thoughts, or words, 
or are they only my own? How'can I distinguish between 
his thoughts and my thoughts? My conscience speaks to me 
in prayer. God's Word also speaks to me. Is that all there 
is to God’s ‘* counsels,"’ or is there in the experience of ad- 
vanced Christians more than this P** 

Not every thought that comes to us while we are in 
prayer is God’s thought, or word. We all know 
that the mind can wander at such a time, and that 
thoughts which are base interlopers can and some- 
times do crowd in. On the other hand, it is not an 
uncommon experience for one who is praying earnestly 
for light on his duty to gain while in prayer some 
new thought pointing to an obviously wise course of 
action’; and he may have good reason to count such 
a thought as sent to him directly from God. In other 
words, the ideas that we gain while in prayer must be 
subjected to exactly the same tests.of judgment, com- 
mon sense, reason, the counsel of valued friends, a 
full and thoughtful weighing of all. the. factors. that 
bear on the matter, as:we apply to-all other details of 
life. Prayer is not a talisman, not’a short cut nor an 
easy makeshift ; it is never a substitute for our use 
of any and every-other helpful means at our disposal. 
But it is an opportunity for coming directly into con- 
tact with the mind and will of God, and letting him 
pass wpon all the considerations that are influencing 
us, or direct us to new considerations that we-would 
miss without his guidance. The ability to hear his 
voice, to come into close and ever closer fellowship 
with him, to recognize his will amid the counter cur- 
rents of whim and feeling and vagrant or misleading 
thought, does not: come spontaneously nor over night. 
It is a matter of patient, persistent, prolonged prac- 
tise ; of waiting upon him in quiet confidence when 
he seems to make no answer ; and of instant obedience 
to his will in every known detail. -Too many of us 
want the privilege of knowing God's will in the dif- 
ficult places and disregarding it in the commonplaces 
of life. That is a combination that God does not 
grant. There is nothing that so sensitizes our hear- 
ing to his voice as habitual obedience. 


dl 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers: 
HERE art thou, Lord?... Yea, everywhere; but 


sometimes, by some error, we fail to find thee any- 

where ; where art thou for us to find? Just now, in 

our hearts, because this is the moment for prayer, give us 
gtace to listen in the holy silence, in the great deeps of our 
own being, till we hearthe voice from that ey agg place. 
But where wilt thou be for us to find, an hour from now, to- 
morrow, next week? . . . Lord, give us a heart to know; a 
heart to feel thee, wherever duty calls us ; to find thee on the 
steps of the church as we go out, on the streets as we pass to 
our homes, and é# our homes, when we get there. . . . Lord, 
give us the key! . . . Our hearts find no satisfaction save thy- 
self. We need immediate, direct, full communion with thee. 
Keep us, then, alert for thee. . . . Give us grace to look for 
thee, to expect to find thee, wherever duty calls us, wherever 
opportunity justly invites us, Grant us the joy of finding thee 
around unexpected corners, in the people we meet, the 
umble tasks that confront us, the little pleasures that crowd 
our days, in the pains ahd vexations that trip us up—to find 
thee, just there ; and thus to enter on sustained and delightful 
fellowship with our Father, in the daily round of life, morning, 
noon, and night, in Bible and newspaper, in church and at the 
picnic, or on the railway trains ; in the flowers that bloom for 
us, and in the greetings of friends thou sendest to us, and in 
the opportunities of service that jump up across our path. . . . 
Lord, our hearts are hungry for thee. . . . Speak to us, then, 


_just now, out of thy book, and thy house ; and from this hour 


on, enable us to find thee wherever we go, and whatever 
we do. 
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\Council of War 


“BY Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


‘* The ements me to convey to hes expres- 

sion of ate interest in the World Missions nary Con- 
ference, ~ be held in Edinburgh at this time. 

**His Majesty views with gratification the fraternal co- 

+ so many Churches and Societies in the United 

States, on the Continent of Europe, and in the British 

Empire, in the work of disseminating the knowledge and 

fatypr oe of Christianity by Christian methods throughout 


‘The tas tackle enon the supreme importance of this 
work in its the cementing of international 
oe a the cause t's peace, and the well-being of man- 
kind 


* His Majesty welcomes the prospect of this great repre- 
sentative gathering being held in one of the capital of the 
United Kingdom, ‘and expresses his earnest ae that the 
deliberations of the Conference may be guided by Divine 
wisdom, and may be a means of promoting unity among 
Christians, and of furthering the high and beneficent ends 
which the Conference has in view.’ 


On Lord Balfour's right, that evening, sat the 
Archbishop.of Canterbury, who would by common 
consent be counted the highest ecclesiastic in Protes- 
tant Christendom. - On the president's left sat one 
who has always been proud of the highest title that 
American laymanship. knows, Mr. Robert E. Speer. 
And these were the two men who were given the 
weighty privilege of challenging the Edinburgh Con- 
ference to its high task ; the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and Mr. Speer. 


Critical students of missions and of the history of 
- Christianity are saying that this Conference stands 


alone, in its make-up, its pw » and its importance, 
in the history of the church and of the world: Accept 
this estimate or not, as you please : it is held not by one 
or ‘two, but by many. In the Archbishop's address 
he spoke of ‘‘ what it is that brings to.this hall to-day 
an assemblage which has no parallel i in the history of 
this or other lands, Yes, gentlemen,’’ he continued, 
‘«this’ Conference is in some respects unique,’ not 
merely in missionary annals, but in all annals. 
Where and ‘when have twelve hundred thoughtful 
men and women met who could contribute a like 
amount of knowledge, acquired at first hand, from 
literally every.region of the round world, about the 
forces past and. present, seen and unseen, which are 
moulding the lives of the peoples, civilized and 
savage ?*’ 

Another keen observer and student: of history, who 
is not given’to making extravagant statements about 
Christianity or missions, Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, 


' spoke of the Conference in like vein when, in.a letter 


referring with.some pride to the fact that he was a 
regularly appointed delegate, and expressing genuine 
regret that he could not attend, he said : 


‘* Nothing like your proposed Conference has ever hith- 
erto taken place. -From many nations, and from many 
Churches, your delegates gather on this great occasion to 
initiate a movement which I not o! hope, but believe, will 
be fraught with far-reaching good. . 

‘* Your Conference represents the practical effort to apply 
the teachings of the Gospel to what the Epistle of Jude calls 
‘‘rhe Common Salvation.’ An infinite amount of work re- 
mains to be done before we can regard ourselves as rene 
even within measurable distance of the desired goal ; 
infinite amount at home in the dark places which too she 
closely surround the brightest centres of life, and an in- 
finite amount abroad in these dark places of the earth where 
blackness i is as yet unrelieved by any light. 

. In missionary work, above all other kinds of Chris- 
tian work, it is imperative to remember that a divided Chris- 
tendom can only imperfectly bear witness to the essential 
unity of Christianity. 

‘*I believe that, without compromise of belief, without 
loss of the positive good contained’ in the recognition of 
diversities of gifts and differences of administration, the 
Christian Churches may yet find a way to cordial co-opera- 
tion and friendship as regards the great underlying essen- 
tials upon which, as a foundation, all Christian Churches 
are built. This is one of the lessons which has been par- 
ticularly impressed upon me by what I have seen of Chris- 
tian work in Africa, both in heathen and Mohammedan 
lands. I believe that unity in. a spirit of Christian brother- 
hood for such broad. Christian work will -tend, riot ‘to do 


How the commissioned officers of the Protestant 

Christian forces of all the world assembled for the 

study and formulating of plans for the conquest of 

the world for Christ, in a meeting that has never 

before been paralleled since the giving of the Great 

Commission: the World Missionary Conference 
at Edinburgh, Scotland, June 14 to 23 





away with differences of doctrine, but to prevent us from 
laying too munch stress on these differences of doctrine. It 
is written in the Scriptures that ‘He that doeth My will 
shall know of the doctrine’ ; but the reverse of this pro- 
position cannot be found in Holy Writ. Emphasis is to be 
put upon ‘doing the will’; if only we can make up our 
minds to work ther with earnest sincerity for the com- 

mon , we shall find that doctrinal differences in no way 
interfere with our doing this work, 

s Wishing you all success, I am, very sincerely yours, 
** THEODORE ROOSEVELT.”’ 


There is a reason for these assertions of the unique 
place of the Edinburgh Conference, —and that reason 
began two years ago. In Oxford, England, in 1908, 
an International Committee representing the mission- 
a’y societies of Great Britain, America, and Europe, 
met to draw up final plans for this Conference ; and 
it did one thing that made the Conference radically 
different from its predecessors, the great Ecumenical 
Conference of New York in 1900, and the London 
World's Conference of 1888, important as both of 
those were. This was the appointment of eight Com- 
missions, each headed by a man of the most excep- 
tional training, through wide experience, for his special 
task, and each consisting also of a group of the best 

ipped men and women that the world could -fur- 
nish, It was the duty of these Commissions to devote 
‘the two years that remained before June of 1910 to an 
exhaustive study of the missionary problems respect- 
ively assigned to.them. , The results of their .investi- 
gations, which were to be conducted by correspondence 
with hundreds of picked missionaries in the world’s 
fields, were to be presented in extensive printed docu- 
ments for submission to the Edinburgh Conference, 
where they were to be relentlessly scrutinized, dis- 
cussed, criticized, and expounded, by missionaries, 
mission-board officers, and other representatives of 
the evangelical Protestant denominations of the whole 
world, 

This forecasted the program which has been followed 
with superb precision at Edinburgh, The peculiar 
glory and the wholly unique value of the Edinburgh 
Conference lies in its eight Commissions and Commis- 


. sion Reports. Other world-conferences have been 


chiefly inspirational. This Conference is an investi- 


- gation, a world-congress for scientific inquiry of re- 


lentless thoroughness and searchlight revelation, a 
clinic that diagnoses, dissects, even amputates when 
necessary.. Each Commission Report makes a vol- 
ume of from one hundred to three hundred or more 
pages. A hint of the personnel of these Commissions 
and the character of the problems with which for two 
years they have grappled in preparation for this Con- 
ference may be had from the following list of the sub- 
jects of the Commissions and their Chairmen : 


I,. CARRYING THE GOSPEL TO ALL THE NON-CHRISTIAN 
Wor_p. 

Chairman; Mr. John R. Mott, General Secretary 
of the World’s Student Christian Federation. 

Il. THe CHURCH IN THE MISSION FIELD. 

Chairman: J. Campbell Gibson, D.D., Swatow, 
China; British Chairman of Centenary Missionary 
Conference, Shanghai, 1907. 

III, EDUCATION IN RELATION TO THE CHRISTIANIZATION 
OF NATIONAL LIFE, 

Chairman: The Right Rev. C. Gore, D.D., Bishop 
of Birmingham, England. 

IV. THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE IN 
CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS, 
Chairman: The Rev. Professor D. S. Cairns, Aber- 
deen, Scotland. 

V. THE PREPARATION OF MISSIONARIES. 

Chairman ; President W, Douglas Mackenzie, D.D., 
Hartford Theological Seminary. 

VI, THe Home BAsE oF Missions. 

Chairman : James L. Barton,.D.D., Secretary of 
the American Board of Commissioners - for Foreign 
Missions. 


RELATION TO Non- 


‘us apart.... 





VII. Misstons AND GOVERNMENTS, 
cron g gg Right Honorable Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh, K. 

VIII. cecal aia AND THE PROMOTION OF UNITY. 
Chairman ; Sit Andrew H, L. Fraser, K. C.S.1., 
LL.D., late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. ~ 


Among the one hundred and sixty-four members of 
these eight commissions such names as the following 
suggest the strength that went into their work, —and 
it is interesting to note that, although those who were 
invited to serve were the busiest workers and special- 
ists on both sides of the Atlantic, about ninety-five 
percent of all that were thus invited accepted the 
heavy task : Herr Pastor Dr. Julius Richter, James S. 
Dennis, D. D., Eugene Stock, Esq., S. M. Zwemer, 
D. D., Bishop W. R. Lambuth, D. D., the Bishop 
of Aberdeen, Professor Ernest F. Burton, the Rev. 
Lord William Gascoyne-Cecil, Miss Grace H. Dodge, 
Mr. George Wharton Pepper, the Right Hon. Sir 
Ernest Satow, Mr. Robert E. Speer, President E. Y. 
Mullins, the Bishop of Ossory, Herr Missions-inspec- 
tor J. Warneck, Dean Edward I. Bosworth, the Rev. 
Canon O’ Meara, Mr. John R. Pepper, Mr. J. Campbell 
White, the Hon. Seth Low, LL.D., the Hon. John W. 
Foster, ILL. D., Sir Robert Hart, Bishop William Law- 
rence, D.D., Admiral A. T, Mahan, Sir Andrew Win- 
gate, Mr, Silas McBee, Bishop Bashford, Professor 
Henry E. Jacobs, D.D., Herr Professor Dr. Gustav 
Warneck, and the Dean of Westminster. 

When it is remembered that, while the number of 
delegates was purposely kept small and closely lim- 
ited, not exceeding 1200, there were nevertheless 160 
different denominations and organizations represented, 
and that these. widely diversified organizations were 
seeking to find ways of vastly improving their efficiency, 
uniting their strength, their work, and their workers, 
minimizing differences of creed and doctrine and mag- 
nifying their common Cause and Captain, the history- 
making, world-changing place of the Edinburgh Con- 
ference becomes more apparent. Given this spirit and 
purpose, and the marvelously thorough work of the 
eight Commissions, and you have an outlook for 
Christ-directed world-conquest that must gladden the 
hosts of heaven. Lord Balfour’s words which opened 
the Conference rang searchingly true when he said : 

** We may be divided, we may be independent, we 
may come from different lands, and we may pursue 
diverse methods, but we recognize the same duty and 
we acknowledge the same object. No divisions free 
us from the obligation, and the great lesson which we 
are learning is that none of us can discharge tt alone, 
If we are to be successful, a greater amount of unity 
must be attained than has ever been the case in the 
past. When we think of it we can hardly deny, and 
we believe that the meeting of this Conference will 
make us still less inclined to deny, that overlapping 
and its waste of energy, its waste of men and women, 
its waste of material resources, are nothing short of 
treason to Him whom we acknowledge as our common 
Master. Surely there is much more which should 
unite us than keep us apart. 

‘‘It is not for me to deny the importance of the 
things upon which we differ, but we are beginning, I 
hope, to feel that those upon which we are united 
transcend in importance in every way those which keep 
The Fatherhood of God, the love of the 
Son, the power of the Holy Ghost, the purity of Chris- 
tian life, and the splendor of the Christian hope, are 
common ground. 

‘*We want to get into closer touch with one an- 
other. . . . In the concluding part of the report of the 
Eighth Commission, which deals with the question of 
unity, there are these comforting words, ‘ Missionary 
workers who havé once been drawn together are not 
readily sundered. . . . The testimony is very striking, 
that while there is sometimes difficulty in making 
agreements as to work before men know each other, 
there is seldom difficulty in carrying them out when 
once the workers have been brought into touch with 
one another.’ "’ 

Thus Lord Balfour sounded with prophetic fidelity" 
the keynote of the conference that was to follow. In 
a second paper the discussions of the Conference upon 
the Reports of the Commissions will be touched nit 


(Zo be continued) 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL: TIMES 


_JULY 2, 1910 


“Who Say Ye That I Am?’ “cicvintr 


Professor A. H, gg RD OR ae 


I do not think I can answer wa ate a better than 
by quoting the words of ‘the N Creed, which 
member of the English Church is required to accept: “ 
believe ...in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten 
Son of God, tten of his Father before all worlds, 
Ged of God, t of Light, Very God of very God, being 
of one substance with the Father by whom all things were 
made.’’ There is no room left here for quibbling as to 
whether or not the divinity of Christ implies his deity, 


Willis J. Beecher, M.A., D.D., for many years 
Professor of Hebrew Language and Literature, 
Auburn Theological Seminary. 

I eccept without any discount the Trinitarian statement 
that Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh. As I set no 
limits to the true humanity of Jesus, so I set none to his 
true deity. The difficulties in the case I meet by recog- 
nizing the fact that all our formulas in the matter, being 
finite attempts to express the infinite, are incomplete. 
I do not see that the formulas whick ascribe to our Lord a 
modified divinity or divineness have any advantage over 
those which ascribe to him true deity, and the latter cer- 
tainiy follow the Scriptures, and have the advantage of 
conciseness and positiveness. There is nothing absurd in 
them for a mind that is in the habit of recognizing the in- 
finiteness of God, and the consequent limitations of human 
speech concerning him ; and for a mind that has not this 
habit all possible statements of the matter are absurd, 


Professor Walter Lock, D.D., Exegesis of Holy 
Scripture, University of Oxford. 

I gladly. bear my testimony to the position that biblical 
criticism does not necessarily impair, and has not with my- 
self impaired, belief in the deity of Christ. It does raise 
difficult questions as to the relation of the deity to the 
human nature during the Incarnation, but I believe that 
the true line of doctrine is to emphasize both sides of the 
truth, ‘* Very God of very’God,”’ as well as very man ‘ of 
the substance of his mother’’: and I doubt whether this 
line has been defended better by any one than by your 
American writer, Dr. DuBose, fie 


Professor A. 'T. Clay, Ph.D.,; Semitic Philology 
and Archeology, ‘University. of Pennsylvania. 

Ig the words of Martin Luther, ‘*I believe that Jesus 
Christ,.true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born’of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.’’ 

The Rt. Rev. Handley C..G. Moule, D. D., 
Bishop of Bachem, England. 

I well recognize the profound possible distinction be- 
tween divinity and deity, With all possible fulness of 
conviction and faith I confess my Redeemer, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, on whom my whole hope of eternal life and present 
rest and strength depends, to be, in the proper and ultimate 
sense, God, eternal, all-holy, almighty, one from and to 
eternity with the Father and the Spirit. At least once 
every week I recite the Nicene Creed, and I mean its 
every word. Did I cease to believe it, I should assuredly 
resign my office, and equally assuredly I should resign my 
peace and hope as a sinful man. 


Principal Waiter F. Adeney, M.A., D.D., Lan- 
cashire College, Manchester, England. 

Although I have been accustomed to use the phrase 
‘the divinity of Christ ’’ in my published writings, because 
it is the normal expression for our Lord’s being and nature, 
as for instance in Liddon’s ‘‘ Bampton Lectures ’’—a work 
— defending the orthodox view, I could not employ 
it in 
Spree that Jesus was divine only as we may be divine ’’ ; for 

hold tothe idea to which you give the name ‘‘ deity” as 
‘‘implying a unique oneness with God and identity with 
the Godhead which is essentially different from that which 
man can have.’’ 


- President Ozora Stearns Davis, M.A., Ph.D., 
Chicago Theological Seminary. 
I have no hesitation in affirming my belief in the deity of 
Jesus Christ the Saviour. 


F. H, Wallace, M.A., D.D., Dean of the Fac- 
ulty of Theology, and Professor of Biblical 
Greek, Victoria College, Toronto, Canada. 

Nothing has’ doné more ‘to confirm my Christian faith 
than the necessity laid upon me as a professor of securing 
and clearly expressing definite convictions of my own that 
I may help my students in New Testament Exegesis. I am 
in keen sympathy with modern methods of Biblical inves- 
tigation, and have found them leading me ever deeper into 
the historical Christian faith in the proper deity of Jesus 
Christ. My personal religious experience and my critical 
and exegetical studies combine to constrain me to bow be- 
fore him as my Lord and my God. 


ohn Clifford, M.A., D.D., B.Sc., LL.D., Min- 

ister of Praed Street end Westbourne Park 

Church, London, England; President of the 
Baptist World Alliance. 

I am glad of the opportunity of saying that I have held 
and do now hold with increasing strength of conviction the 
doctrine of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. The term 
‘* divinity’? never has satisfied me. 


e sense you give to it when you say, ‘divinity im- — 


A public assertion last year in a northwestern state 
to the effect that the eminent biblical critics of our’ 
day do not accept the deity of Christ as distin- 
guished from his divinity, led to an appeal to The 
Sunday School Times as to the correctness of this 
assertion. In answer to a request from the Editor, 
a large number of such scholars stated their per- 
sonal belief in this matter, and some of these an- 
swers were published in the issue of April 2. 
Others given here add to the long list of distin- 
guished men in the field of biblical scholarship who 


declare themselves plainly as believing in the deity _ 


of Christ. The great majority of those who replied 

have so declared themselves, Other answers will 

be published from time to time, from men included 
in the following list, and from others. 


Principal Walter F. Adeney, M.A., D.D., Lancashire College, 
Manchester, England; Professor George A. Barton, M.A., 
Ph.D., Bryn Mawr College, Pennsylvania; Frank T. Bayley, 
D.D., Denver, Colorado; Professor Willis J. Beecher, M.A., 
D.D., Auburn, NewYork; Dean Edward I. Bosworth,D.D.,Ober- 
lin Theological Seminary ; Professor Borden Parker Bowne, 
M.A., LL.D., Boston University; Professor David R. Breed, 
D.D., Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pennsyl- 
vania; Professor C. A. Briggs, D,D., D.Litt., Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York City; Professor O, E. Brown, 
D.P., Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee; Presi- 
dent N. Burwash, S.T.D., LL.D., F.R.S.C., Victoria College, 
Toronto, Canada; Professor A. T. Clay, Ph.D., of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania; John Clifford, M.A., D.D., B.Sc., 
LL.D., London, England; Rev. W. M. Clow, B.D., Glasgow, 
Scotland ; Professor Henry Cowan, M.A,, D.D., D.Th., Aber- 
deen University, Aberdeen, Scotland; Professor John D. 
Cavis, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D.,; Princeton Theological Seminary ; 
President Ozora S. Davis, A.M., Ph.D., Chicago Theological 
Seminary ; Professor Henry E. Dosker, D.D., LL.D., Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky ; Profes- 
sor E. Doumergue, Protestant Theological Seminary, Montau- 


ban,France ; Professor S.R.Driver, D.D.,D.Litt.,Litt.D.,Christ _ 


Church, Oxford, England; James Oswald ayes !A., D,D., 
Edinbiirgh, Scotland; Professor Wilitam P. \DaBose, A.M., 
S.T.D., University of the South, Suwanee, Tennessee ; Prési- 
dent Milton G. Evans, D.D., Crozer, Theological Seminary, 
Chester, Pa.; Principal A. M, Fairbairn, M.A., D.D., LL.D., 
D.Litt., Mansfield College, Oxford, England; The Rev. 
William Fairweather, M.A/, Kirkcaldy, Stotlahd? Professor 
Jones H. Farmer, LL.D., McMaster University,- Toronto, 
Canada; Principal P. T. Forsyth, M.A.,.D.D., Hackney Col- 
lege, London, England; Principal Alfred E. Garvie, M.A., 
D.D., New College, London, England ; Professor Joseph L. 
Gilmour, D.D., McMaster University, Toronto, Canada; Pro- 
fessor J. Rendel Harris, M.A., Litt.D., LL.D., Woodbrooke, 
near Birmingham, England ; Professor Herman V. Hilprecht, 
D.D.. Ph. D., LL.D., University of Pennsylvania ; Professor Dr. 
Fritz Hommel, of the University of Munich, Germany : Presi- 
dent George Edwin Horr, D.D., B.D., Newton Theological In- 
stitution, Newton Centre, Massachusetts ; Professor Arthur 
S. Hoyt, D.D., Auburn Theological Seminary; Professor 
George Jackson, B.A., English Bible, Victoria College, To- 
ronto, Canada; Prof. and Dean Melancthon W. Jacobus, D.D., 
Hartford Theological Seminary ; Professor C. H. W. Johns, 
M.A., Litt.D., Cambridge, England ; Professor W. G. Jordan, 
B.A., D.D., Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada; 
Professor Walter Lock, D.D., University of Oxford, England ; 
President Robert Mackenzie, D.D.,San Francisco Theological 
Seminary,California; President William Douglas Mackenzie, 
D.D., LL.D., Hartford Theological Seminary ; Principal Ciar- 
ence Mackinnon, The Presbyterian College, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, Canada; Professor H. R. Mackintosh, M.A., D.D., 
New College, Edinburgh, Scotland: President J. T. Marshall, 
M.A., D.D., Baptist College, Manchester, England ; Professer 
Shailer Mathews, M.A., D.D., Divinity School of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago; Professor John Edgar McFadyen, M.A., 
B.A., Knox College, Toronto, Canada; President W. W. 
Moore, D,D., LL.D., Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
Virginia; G. Campbell Morgan, D.D., London, England; 
Rt. Rey. Handley C. G. Moule, D.D., Bishop of Durham, 
England ; Professor W. Max Miiller, Ph.D,. Reformed Epis- 
copal Serinary, Philadelphia; Professor Charjes ‘Sumner 
Nash, Pacific Theological Seminary, Berkeley, Cal.; Baron 
Paul Nicolay, St. Petersburg, Russia; Sir W. Robertson 
Nicoll, M.A., LL.D., London, England; Professor James Orr, 
M.A., B.D., D.D., Theological College of the United Free 
Church, Glasgow, Scotland; Professor Howard Osgood, 
D.D., LL.D., Rochester, N. Y.; Professor Lewis Bayles Paton, 
M.A., .D.D., Ph.D., Hartford Theological Seminary; Pro- 
fessor Arinur S. Peake, M.A., D.D., Victoria University, 
Manchester, England; Professor Ismar J, Peritz, A.M., Pb.D., 
Syracuse University ; Sir William M. Ramsay, D.D., D.C.L., 
LL.D., Litt.D., Aberdeen University, Aberdeen, Scotland ; 
Professor Matthew B.. Riddle, M.A., D.D., LL.D., Western 
Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pennsylvania ; Professor 
James S. Riggs, D.D., Auburn Theological Seminary: Pro- 
fessor A. T. Robertson, M.A., D.D., Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky ; Professor Henry 
E. Robins, -D.D., LL.D., Rochester Theological Semi- 
nary; Professor George L. Robinson, M.A., Ph.D., McCor- 
mick Theological Seminary ; Professor Robert W. Rogers, 
M.A., Pb.D., D.D., LL.D., F.R.G.S., Drew Theological Semi- 
nary, Madison, New Jersey ; Professor James Hardy Ropes, 
D.D., Harvard University ; Professor William Sanday, D.D., 
LL.D., Litt.D., Oxford, England; President Frank K. San- 
ders. D.D., Ph.D., Washburn College, Topeka, Kansas ; Pro- 
fessor A. H. Sayce, D.D., LL.D.,. D.Litt., Oxford, England ; 
and many cthers. 
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Tam to join with what I feel certain will prove to 
bea of my a = Biblical world 
in ng my unquestioning 
Christ. To me he was not me 
semen in ag secre of the Ty nkilose ve J gan 3 
reasons are lical, y josophical, partly 
¥ al, I do x Caden that you ask for my rea- 
sons, but rather for my conviction. ; 
Fran A D4 of out 
. wegetionnt. nureh "Doaren, Colerese. 
Author of “ Can the Modern Man Pray?” 

The deity of Christ is to me a conclusion both intellec- 
tual and experimental. I am shut up to it by his claims 
and by the t needs of my own soul, The incompar- 
able self-assertion of him who was ‘‘meek and lowly of 
heart ’’ makes him either a madman, a blasphemer or the 
unique ‘‘Son of God with power.’’ If but a man, he was 
not a good man ; as is evident when one puts certain words 
about himself into any human lips. His dearest. promises 
area kery if he were only a man ; their fulfilment de- 
mands a iiving Lord. Shall I ‘look to a max for the gift 
of eternal life? Will one who is as dead as Caesar, and as 
impotent, ‘‘prepare a place for’’ me and ‘‘receive’’ me 
unto himself when this brief day is done? Even his holy 
example is not my chief necessity ; for it leaves me before 
inaccessible heights, overwhelmed by the revelation of my 
helplessness, Only God, with me and for me, my Saviour 
and Friend, can meet my need. For him my heart hun- 

ers; for his love, his life in my own, indwelling, trans- 
orming, redeeming. And all this I find in him who said 
**He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.’”” The 
argument is demonstration when I know Christ, day by 
day,—my Redeemer, Friend and King ; God-with-me, the 
great companion of my soul. 

Professor A. T. Robertson, M.A., D.D., New 
Testament Interpretation, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

I unhesitatingly hold and teach the deity of Jesus Christ 
as distinguished from his divinity. In a sense all men are 
divine.” As the Son of God, Jesus is not only divine’ as 
other’ sons of God, but he partakes of the very naturé of 
the Godhead. He’is God, and not merely-godlike, He is 
both: man ‘ahd God, . That is: my. ‘understanding of tis 
claims. and the picture‘of him in the New Testament. 

Professor Henry Cowan, M.A., D.D., D.Th., 
‘Church History, Aberdeen University, Aber- 
; deen, Scotland. 

I believe sincerely in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
However erroneous Arian or semi-Arian doctrine may be, 
those who hold it are in my opinion entitled to say that they 
believe in the divinity of Christ. But to attribute divinity 
to him, merely in a sense in which we also may be divine, 
I regard as an improper and misleading use of language. 

President George E. Horr, B.D., D.D., New- 


ton Theological Institution, Newton Centre, 
Massachusetts. 


I believe in the deity of Christ without any qualification. 
Professor George A. Barton, M.A., Ph.D., Bib- 
lical Literature and Semitic Languages, Bryn 
Mawr College, Pennsylvania. 

I am glad always of an opportunity to state my faith in 
the unique oneness of Christ with God. I have always be- 
lieved that he possesses an identity with the Godhead es- 
sentially different from that which man can have, and crit- 
ical study of the Bible has but deepened the grounds for 
this faith, Undoubtedly-there is a sense in which man is 
akin to God just as there is a sense in which the intellect of 
a dog is like the intellect of a man. But just as the greater 
degree of man’s intellectual power places his nature in a class 
essentially different from that of the dog, so the difference of 
degree of the divine nature in Christ, as compared with that 
in the greatest men, amounts to a difference in kind and 
places Christ with deity. 

Professor John D. Davis, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D., 
Oriental and Old Testament Literature, Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. 

Investigation of the Gospel record, when it is not con- 
trolled by a presupposition but is conducted according to 
the tested canons of general historical criticism, indicates, 
in my judgment, the trustworthiness of the Gospel narra- 
tive. As long as that record substantially stands, even if 
limited to the first three Gospels alone, Jesus showed a con- 
sciousness, both in word and in deed, of possessing a place 
and power and prerogatives, during his ministry on earth 
and for the ages to come, which belong not toman. At 
every time of stress in life I have gone to the words of Je>us 
and there found my faith made clear and strong. In the 
light of his own revelation of himself, much else in the nar- 
rative becomes plain. 

Professor Charles Sumner Nash, Department 
of Applied Christianity, Pacific Theological 
Seminary, Berkeley, California. 

The phrase, ‘‘divinity of Christ,’’ when distinguished 
from the phrase, ‘‘ deity of Christ,’’ is inadequate to ex- 
press my apprehension of the teaching of Scripture, to sat- 
isfy the inquiries of my mind, to answer the needs of my 
heart, or fo inspire the loyalty of my life. 
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LBSSQN-POR ‘JULY. 17> (Matt. 16: 13-28) 


Doing Three Things at Once | 

UNDAY-SCHOOL closed a the ‘summer ? 

Oh, no, not at all,—in the Second 
Church, ps at On the contrary, mem 
and visibows are finding it very much open. 
Summer Session"’ of the Second 
Baptist Bible School for. vac ou waa 4 and con- 
tinued until Rally Day, Septem 

Sometimes unfortunately Sephapaictinel officials 
feel that they can not do even one thing successfully 
in the summer, In this school this ‘‘Summer Ses- 
sion’’ plan has proved that it is not only possible to 
do one thing —_ but at the same time to do two 
more thi 

First. it has proved that it is possible to keep the 
school open fifty-two Sundays in the year and to keep 
the attendance mark in the summer very well up 
toward the winter mark. © 

Second, that it is possible to interest and really 
teach both old and young together when teaching 
travels simultaneously through eye-gate and ear-gate. 

Third, that it is possible to arouse interest to further 
study, even in the summer time. 

How is it done? By previous planning, persistent 
pushing, attractive advertising and—giving the people 
something worth coming for. 

The school meets as usual, teachers with their 
classes. A fifteen-minute opening service is given 
variety and live interest by being given into the charge 
of a different adult class each Sunday, the teacher of 
the class presiding. Each class is left free to select 
hymns, responsive readings, or —— they see fit. 

The secretary's report is given “by means of a 
stereopticon slide, showing by a solid and dotted line 
the record of the previous Sunday and the Correspond- 
ing Sunday a year ago, There is great interest in 
seeing the solid line keep above the other. 

During the marking of class books and the gather- 
ing of the offering the two “‘ Bible Searcher’ s- Ques- 
Pint ** forthe day are thrown onthe screen. A special 
souvenir has been promised on Rally Day to.each one 
who correctly answers these questions, A sample fol- 
tows : ‘* What king, during a sleepless night, recalled 
an unremembered act of faithful service?’’ Then 
comes the story of the day, illustrated with stereopticon 
views, 

For the four Sundays of July the adventures of 
Christian in ‘‘ Pilgrim's Progress’’ were followed with 
splendid attention and real interest by young and old. 
The superintendent, who is also the assistant minister 
of the church, tells the story each Sunday and the 


experiences of the pilgrim have become very real to 
+ 


many of the school. 

One Sunday the story of.‘‘Ben Hur,’’ beautifully 
illustrated with colored slides, was used with fine 
effect. On other Sundays we followed the adventures 
of some of the heroes of the New Testament, the 
story being told without giving the name of the hero, 
a characteristic designation used instead, as ‘‘The 
Man Who Obeyed Orders’* for the story of Philip, 
and the school asked atthe close of the story to name 
the hero, They did not fail to name him correctly. 

Very appropriately, as the summer 
session began with the story of ‘ Pil- 
grim’s Progress,’’ it closed with the 
story of the sequel, Part II of Bunyan’s 
great allegory. Much interest was 
shown in following the journey of 
Christiana and her friends. 

That this ‘‘summer session’ plan 
did do three things at once is evident 
from these three facts : 

1. The average attendance for the 
entire session was 375 cc out of a ‘main 
school membership of 825), as against 
290 for the same period one year be- 
fore. 

2. The comment of the associate 
superintendent one Sunday shows the 
interest it aroused: ‘‘ Working well— 
that is speaking altogether too mildly. 
It is working more than well. Every- 
body is talking about it.*’ 

3. One Sunday about thirty copies of 
‘¢Pilgrim’s Progress** were given to 
those adults who had been present each 
Sunday in July. As one lady received . 
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How to Fill the Summer Sunday- School 





If you really do want a big summer attendance, you 
can have it. But you never can have it by offering 
the pupils a prosy order of service, nor can you get 
your membership out by telling them in: June that 
“the heated season has afrived, and many people 
will go away, and of course we cannot expect a large 
attendance during such hot weather.’? Such public 
utterance is the signal for a stampede. Tell your 
school that the brightest, most interesting sessions 
ever held are in store for them, and then digest the 
articles on attendance in the Times of May 14, June 
18 and as, and the material given on this page, and 
finally and immediately send a two-cent stamp to the 
Editor for a circular showing how to enter your Sun- 
day-school on the Summer Attendance Honor Roll. 











hers, she remarked, ** I've never read this book, I'm 
going home now to read it."’ 

Three important elements in summer success, as 
proved in the experience of this school, are planning, 
pushing, pictures. 

With these it is possible to have a good attendance 
in almost any school in the summer, —and all of these 
are easily. possible in every school.— Zhe Rev. C. A. 
Boyd, Rochester, N. Y. 

% 


Working an Attendance Campaign 


RINCETON Presbyterian Sunday-school of Phila- 
delphia entered heartily into the spirit of World’s 
Sunday School Day. The pastor, the Rev. H. 

Alford Boggs, preached a sermon on the theme ‘‘ Mis- 
sion of the Sabbath School,’’ taking as his text Psalm 
86 : 11, ‘*Teach me thy way, O Lord."’ A few days 
in advance, a ‘‘ Twentieth Century Crusaders’’ post- 
card, with a special notice of the day printed on it, 
was sent to each member of the school. A large 
framed picture of the ‘«Crusaders’’ was hung in the 
schoolroom. - 

A chart three feet by five feet, with a square for each 
member of the school, was made and hung in the front 
vestibule.. Everybody entered by the front door, and 
each one recorded his own attendance in the proper 
column. When the attendance was all marked the 
chart looked like the cut at the bottom of this column. 

The special program prepared by the Executive 
Committee of the World’s Sunday School Association 
was used as the opening exercise of the school. One 
of the superintendents, who had enjoyed the privilege 
of seeing two days of the convention at Washington, 
told of some of the good things he saw and heard 
while there. 

The celebration of the day was helpful to the school, 
and was enjoyed by all present. This plan, simple in 
its thought, easily worked out, could be used success- 
fully for any occasion when special attendance is de- 
sired, such as Rally Day or Children’s Day, or in a 
campaign for record attendance in summer,— Mar- 
shall S, Collingwood, Philadelphia. 
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Our Plan for Better Attendance 
A’ THE beginning of the year 1909 we began a con- 

test for points, to run the full year, and we now 

applied it specially for the summer term. We 
have a silk banner with the monogram Banner Class, 
and the class earning the most points one month holds 
the banner for the month following. The points are 
earned as follows : A perfect class, 10; a visitor, 2 ; 
a new scholar, 5. The new scholar must be present 
four consecutive Sundays to be a full member and to 
earn the points, One point to be deducted for each 
tardy mark. 

We planned an honor roll for the five classes earn- 
ing the most points during this period. An anew 
roll for all scholars and teachers who would be. 
fect in attendance by being present in our school or 
having a visitor's card to some other school. As the 
men and boys in our school usually about equal. the 
women and girls, announcement was to be made at 
the close in September of the more faithful. As our 
five adult classes could not average as high as the 
other classes, we had a separate contest for them. 

Some of our classes had visitors appointed to -look 
up absentees, and all of them were urged to appoint 
visitors and to keep them busy. The teachers were 
urged to do as much visiting as possible. We also 
have post cards and printed matter for absentees. 

We began the summer with good prospects for 
successful work. On Sunday and at our weekly 
teachers’ -meetings the teachers’ attention was called 
to the absentees, and they were urged to have as 
many perfect classes as possible. We had the hearty 
co-operation of the teachers and most of the scholars, 
and the result has been fine. 

At the beginning of the year our school enrolment 
was 202. At this time we enrolled all who were fairly 
good in attendance.” In January we made a change 
in our plan of enrolment. The classes competing for 
points raised the question, ‘‘ How long must we keep an 
absent scholar on the roll?"’ It was settled as follows : 
A scholar absent four consecutive times remains on 
the roll, but is not a full member. To become a full 
member again, he must be present four consecutive 
Sundays. If all full members are present the class is 
perfect. On June 13, 1909, we had as full members 
235, a good increase since the beginning of the year. 
Now as to results : 

Our average attendance from September 20, 1908, 
to June 13, 1909, was 188, or ninety-two percent of 
an average enrolment of 204. Our average for the 
summer is 172, or seventy-three percent, based on 
our highest enrolment of June 12. The same period 
in 1908 our average attendance was 129. 

We had visiting us, 84 ; our scholars visiting other 
schools, 75. For the Honor Roll a class of fifteen- 
year-old boys were highest ; perfect seven times, with 
five tardy marks. 

A misses’ class was next. This would have Ween 
the banner class if they had not been unfortunate in 
having members out on account of sickness. We do 
not excuse any one for sickness: Third, a class of 
girls ; fourth, a boys’ class; and fifth, an adult class 
who have our minister for teacher. 
The oldest pupil has just reached his 
eightieth birthday. Perfect in attend- 
ance, 61 ; 27 women and girls, and 34 
boys and men. 

Our total attendance for the thirteen 
weeks, not including visitors, was 1,040 - 
women and girls, and 1,123 men and 
boys.. . Of our. 19 teachers. and officers, 
9 were perfect in attendance and 3 of 
them had visited other schools four 
times, The other 10 were absent as 
follows : Visiting other schools, 8, for 
which we give them credit ; sickness, 
7; out of-city,"6; no excuse, 1, or 14 
absentees not excused. We are very 
much pleased with our record. 

Our Beginners, a class of 40, with 
their teacher as leader, did fine work 
in keeping up the attendance. 

Our school has been successful in 
increasing the enrolment, and we have 
now as large a school as we can con- 
duct successfully in our present quar- 
ters.—H. P. Rodeing, Bellaire, Ohio. 
















The Lesson Pilot . 
J By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
. Farallel passages: Mark 8: a7 tog: 1; Luke g: 18-27. 
Getting Started in Class 


RE there man poole who would be willing to die, 
: A deliberately. A down their life, when asked to do 


so? (Call out the opinions of the class.) When 
‘ Richmond Pearson Hobson, during the United States’ war 
with Spain twelve years ago, had his plans ready for the 
sinking of our own vessel the Merrimac at the entrance to 
the harbor of Santiago, in order to trap the enemy’s fleet, 


and needed a few men to go with him on this expedition | 


which meant possible death to every one connected with 
it, volunteers were called for from men of our fleet. 
Ilow many do you think wanted to go? Hobson says, 
‘* The bulk of the fleet was anxious to go.’’ Plenty of men 
that day who were ready to die, were there not? They 
were interested, That was the secret. Probably there 
are very few le in the world who wouid not be willing 
to lay down their lives deliberately, if a reason is held out 
to them that interests them enough. And it is possible 
to find such a reason in the life of most. 

Now the highest type of people in the world are those 
who, havi 
death, go about in their everyday lives always bearing the 
sign of death with them, ‘They are marked for death, and 
they rejoice in this, Jesus wants us all to enrol ourselves 
with them. He wanted his disciples to become the lead- 
ers of these people, and we may see this week how he 
brought them to the point where he could teach them how 
to accept the mark of death, 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Little a little, but surely and increasingly, the 
whole world in which Jesus lived and wormed was 
‘turning against him. ere the twelve men whom 
he had chosen to carry on his work being: swung 
away from him by this tide of opposition, or ‘not ? 
The time had come to test it. The events leading u 
to the crisis of this test are reviewed in the second, 

; seventh, and ninth paragraphs of Sanders’ lesson 
article in last week's issue of the Times (as Dr. 'San- 
ders treated this lesson a week earlier than the regu- 
lar course). Another résumé of the year which was 
preparatory to this event is given in Sanders’ article 

in the current issue, paragraphs 2-10. 

For two years or more some of the Twelve had 
known Jesus and been more or less with him ; for a 
little more than a year they had been constantly 
with him as his chosen and commissioned disciples. 
Now he asks them the question on their answer to 
which their—not his—fate depends. Here is a simple 
analysis of the lesson which teacher and class can 
make the basis of their study of the Deity of Christ 
as treated in this passage : 


i. The question that all must answer (v. 15). 

2. The confession (v, 16): (@) what it means; (6) how it 
comes to a man (v. 17); (c) what it accomplishes 
(v. 18); (¢) why itis vital, 

3.. The futility and harm of yen me to convey the knowl- 

* — edge to others by mere telling (v. 20). 

4. The knowledge that can come only after the confession 
has been attained to (v. 21). 

5. What the complete confession must carry with it: self- 
denial, cross-bearing, discipleship, life-losing as the 
only means of life-finding (vs. 24-26), 

6. The last act, the culmination: Christ’s final coming, in 
the glory of God, to render unto us all according to 
the attitude that our lives of doing shall have shown 
toward this all-cleaving question (v. 27), 


As an impressive object-lesson of the way in which 
biblical scholarship of to-day meets the challenge that 
it does not give to Jesus a place in the Deity, stud 
the answers to this same question of our Lord's which 
are given on page 328 in this issue of The Sunday 
School Times, and read some of these answers in 

- class, 

In considering the topics of the above analysis, the 

following lesson-comments will be useful : 


The question that all must answer, and why (Stalker, 2; 
Ridgway, 1). 

The vital, life-saving importance of clear thinking on 
this subject (Ridgway, 1). 

Either Christ is the Son of God, or he isan impostor, Read 
the Hindoo judge’s ‘‘confession’’ to the class and see 
what they think of it (Pierson, 1). 

Meaning of Jesus’ words about the rock and the church 
(Riddle, on v. 18; Stalker, 4: Ridgway, 4). 

Meaning of Jesus’ words about the keys of the kingdom 
(Riddle, on v. 19; Stalker, 4; Ridgway, 5). 

How Peter fulfilled the responsibility that Jesus con- 
ferred upon him (Lovett, 2). 

Confession only a first step; cross-bearing the second. 


. da 


und a certain sufficient reason for their own - 
his Father with his angels 
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LESSON 3. JULY 17. PETER’S CONFESSION 


Matthew 16 : 13-28. Commit verse 26 


Golden Text: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.—Matt. 16 : 16 


loosed 
he the disciples that they should tell no man that he 
2t From that time began“ Jesus to show unto his ee 


that he must fo unto Jerusalem, and suffer many t the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be and the third 
be raised up. 22 And Peter took him, and to re- 
buke him, saying, 5 Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall never 
be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get 
thee behind me, Satan: thou art a stumblingblock unto me : 
for thou mindest not the th of God, but the things of men. 
a Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come 
ter me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low mé. 2¢ For whosoever would save his life shall lose it : 
and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it. 26 
For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and forfeit his life ? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his life? 27 For the Son of man shall come ia the glory of 
; and then shall he render unto every 
man according to his ®deeds. 28 Verily I say unto you, ‘here 
are some of them that stand here, who shall in no wise taste of 
death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 


1 Many ancient authorities read shat J the Son of man am. See 
Mk. 8. 27; Lk. 9. 18. 2Gr. Petros. *Gr. petra. *Some ancient 
a read Jesus Christ. * Or, God have mercy on thee ® Gr. 

loving. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 13.—Where was Czsarea Philippi? Who were - 


Jesus’ disciples at this time? What was the “meaning of 
the expression ‘*Son of man ’’ ? (Riddle, second paragraph, 
and on v. 13} Stalker; *2.) tine Esa 

Verse 14.—Why were Elijah and Jeremiah specially 
noted ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 16.—Did this confession in these werds mean all 
to Peter and the disciples that they mean to us? (Rid- 
dle.) 

Verse 17.—Why was the expression Bar-Jonah used with 
Simon’s name ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 18.—What was the meaning of this saying of Jesus 
to Peter? (Riddle ; Stalker, 4.) 

Verse 19.—In what sense was Peter given the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and authority to bind and toloose? 
(Riddle ; Stalker, 4.) 

Verse 20.—Why did Jesus charge his disciples to tell no 
one that he was the Christ ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 21.—Why is ‘‘must’’ here used,—-to what com- 
pulsion did Jesus refer ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 22.—-From what motive did Peter’s remonstrance 
probably spring ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 23.—-Why was Jesus so severe with Peter? In 
what sens= was Peter a stumbling-block unto him ? (Rid- 
die ; Stalker, 5.) 

Verse 25.—In what sense was the word ‘life’’ here 
used? Is it in the same sense in verses 25 and 26? (Rid- 
dle. ) 

Verse 27.—What time or occurrence is here referred to ? 
(Riddle. ) 

Verse 28.—-What was meant by this prophecy? In what 
way was it fulfilled ? (Riddle ; Stalker, 5.) 





Confessors and cross-bearers in mission fields (Pierson, 
2-4). 

These disciples learned who Jesus was, only by sur- 
rendering their lives to him and living in his service. 
The will is what leads us to the recognition of the 
as of Christ ; the mere intellect cannot carry us 
ar. 

But one who would gain from this confession all 
the richness that Christ would bestow with it must 
assume the mark of death and carry it with him 
always. Iie must deny self,—that is, put self to 
death, crush self out of existence as a determining 
factor in life. Of this self-death the cross of Christ 
is the sign. And that is the way of life. 

When we once see Christ, and God in Christ, as 
our Saviour and Master, we shall see such a reason 
for deliverately laying down our life in his service 
that this death of self will be only joyous. 










The Lesson 's Bible Dictionary : 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.—After the feeding of the Four ‘Fhousand 
our Lord returned to west side of the lake. 
Encountering fresh ion, he and his dis- 

— crossed the lake, and proceeded northward 

along the valley of the upper Jordan. Probably in 

the latter part of the summer of A. D. 29. 

Caesarea —A city near the foot of Mount 
Hermon, at the eastern and principal source of the 
upper Jordan, about thirty miles north of the Sea of 

ee, and on the confines of Jewish territory. 

Formerly called Paneas, which was altered to Cesa- 

by Philip the tetrarch, who added his own name 
to distinguish it from the maritime Ceesarea, where 
the Roman procurators of S lived. Now called 

Banias, and a place of little importance. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 13.—His disciples: Here the Twelve are 


P peopent? referred to; but the parallel passages show 


hat the latter of the lesson was spoken in the 
resence of others.—7he Son of man: A title used 
y our Lord only in the Gospels, of himself as the new 

head of humanity, but implying his Messiahship. 

Verse 14.—/ohn the Baptist : Compare the view ot 
Herod ae 4 14: 2).—£iijah: As the forerunner of 
the Messiah (Mal. 4: 5). There was a popular belief 
in the reappearance of the prophets. 

Verse 16.—TZhou art the Christ,-the Son of the 
living God; Probably this confession did not in- 
clude, in the mind of Peter, all that we now include. 

Verse 17.—ar-Jonahk;: That is, ‘Son of Jonah.” 
In John 1 : 42 “Sonof John,” according to the correct 
reading. The two names were nearly identical. 

Verse 18.—TZhou art Peter, and upon this rock: 
Evidently a play upon words, The name ‘‘ Cephas” 
(John 1 : 42) was given to him by our Lord. It is here 
held that ‘‘this rock” refers to Peter as a personal 
confessor of Christ, since the ehurchis. built of living 
persons. Other views: That 'the-conféssion itself is 
méant, but the church is riot founded on confessions; 
that Christ pointed to himself, of which there’is' no 
hint, and otherwise objectionable.— My church: The 
term occurs only twice in the Gospels; here and 
chapter 18 : 17.—Gates of Hades: Not ‘‘Gehenna,” 
A figure for decay and destruction. 

Verse 19.—TZhe keys of the kingdom 0 heaven: 
Not the keys of heaven, nor the keys of the church, 
but *‘of the kingdom of heaven,” Christ's new rule 
on the earth. Peter opened this kingdom to men on 
the day of Pentecost ; he excluded from it Ananias 
and Sapphira. Compare chapter 18 : 18, where sim- 
ilar language is applied more widely. 

Verse 20.—7Ze// no man that he was the Christ: 
This was to avoid kindling the political and worldly 
expectations of the Jews. 

erse 21.—Must: This occurs in all three accounts. 
While the necessity which it implies is not fully ex- 
plained here, the language is an important part of 
the ‘** Training of the Twelve.” ee of God 
and the self-surrender of our Lord are implied. 
A failure to see the necessity for the death of Christ 
involves a failure to apprehend his redeeming work, 
as the rebuke to Peter shows. 

Verse 22.—Began to rebuke him; The motive of 
Peter was based on false views of the Kingdom and 
of Christ’s work, Unwillingness to think of his Mas- 
ter as a sufferer may have also influenced him. 

Verse 23.—Gel thee behind me, Satan: This severe 
rebuke was occasioned by Peter’s wena dere. his 
worldly view (‘‘ things of men”), and by the implied in- 
fluence of Satan in his remonstrance.—A stumdling- 
block: Peter’s thought would lead to a relinquish- 
ment of the true met of reaemption. 

Verse 25.—For whosoever would save his iife 
shall lose it; The paradoxical statement can only 
explained by taking ‘‘life” intwosenses. Whosoever 
desires to save his earthly life shall lose the higher 
and real life ; and whosoever shall lose his lower life 
for my sake shall find the true life. 

Verse 26.—Forfeit his life: The Greek word ren- 
dered ‘‘life” often means ‘‘soul” but that sense is 
inappropriate here. It adds a third meaning to the 
word, and deprives ‘‘for” of any pertinence. ‘* Life” 
in this verse were means the higher life. Com- 
pare Luke, ‘‘ forfeit his own self.” 

Verse 27.—The Second Advent is referred to. 

Verse 28.—Zhe Son of man coming in his king- 
dom: This is not the coming spoken of in the pre- 
ceding verse, but the beginning of Christ’s a 
on the earth. This is more clearly expressed in Mark 
and Luke. Mark’s language suggests the gradual 
extension of Christianity. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


LESSON FOR JULY 17 (Matt. 16 : 13-28) 


forming and hardeni 


WHILE opposition to Jesus had-been graduall 
; and conviction had at the 
velopi 


diverse and honorable, but t 
nee The evoking of them, however, was only a 
prelim 
selves thought him to be. There are always multi- 
tudes of opinions about Christ, but the personal 
question comes at last to every one, and every one 
must answer for himself. 

The reply of Peter to the yore was prompt 
and decisive. It expressed the mature conviction 
wrought in the Twelve, by all they had seen, heard, 
and experienced. He was the Messiah ; and he was 
so because he was the Son of God. Both of these 
statements had been made before, but the peculiarit 
of the present affirmation lay in its solemnity and 
finality in the face of the contrary opinions of the 
multitude and the denials of the rulers. 

Jesus received this with great joy, and answered 
in the same exalted strain in whieh Peter had spoken. 
First, he confessed Peter, as Peter had confessed 
him: calling him by his natural name of Simon, he 
intimates that he has risen to a level of knowledge 
that is not natural, but inspirational. Secondly, call- 
ing him by his new name of Peter, he declares that 
he has now earned it, being a true rock. ‘‘ Andon 
this rock,” he adds, ‘‘I will build my church.” Con- 
troversialists have maintained, on the one side, that 
the rock on which the Church is built is Peter, and, 
on the opposite side, that it is the truth to which 
Peter bore witness ; but it is neither Peter without 
his testimony nor the testimony without Peter, . The 
Church is said in Ephesians to be built on all the 


. @postles, ‘‘ Jesus Christ himself being the chief 


ww 


’ 


_corner-stone ” ; and what is true of .all is true of one, ' 


especially of that one who was privileged to take the 
lead on the Day of Pentecost, as well as to admit the 
Gentiles to the Church in the person, of Cornelius. 
Indeed, every igor stone in this mystical building, 
while built upon who have ed, serves also 
as a foundation for those who follow. Thirdly, he 
entrusted him with the were of the kingdom of 
heaven—not the key of the doorkeeper, but the keys 
of the steward, to open all doors—that is, to unfold 
the mysteries of truth and salvation—and to pre- 
scribe rules for the other servants—what they may 
do and what they may not do—the latter being the 
special meaning of ‘‘binding and loosing.” In 
18 : 38 this power is conferred on at least all the 
other apostles as well as Peter; and, in Titus1 : 7, 
every faithful minister is called a steward of the 
house of God. . 
WitHERING Resuxt.—How remote from the mind 
of Jesus was the intention of raising Peter to the 
position of pre-eminence claimed for him or to the 
position of infallibility claimed by those who call 
themselves his successors was made manifest by 
what immediately followed upon the incident in 
which the a e had played so worthy a part. 
Jesus was aware that his own course in the future 
was to be extremely different not only from all the 
expectations of the Jews as to the fortunes of their 
Messiah, but also from the anticipations of his own 
followers. This he had intimated from time to time 
in terms we can now understand ; but the disciples 
had not understood ; and, therefore, he had been 
waiting for an opportunity of telling them more 
plainly, lest the misfortunes in store for him and 
them should come upon them with so much surprise 
as to sweep their faith away. When he heard from 
the lips of the spokesman of the Twelve the noble 
confession of their faith, he believed the favorable 
moment had arrived ; and accordingly he began to 
foretell what lay before him—how he was to suffer, 
die, and rise again—and this he never ceased to 
repeat from time to time during the subsequent 
months. But the oe priscter wholly unable as 
yet to receive the truth; and Peter again became 
their mouthpiece. Perhaps presuming on the praise 
he had just received; he took Jesus and began to 
remonstrate, evidently in the belief that he had given 
way to a mood of despair for which there was no 
justification, but which, if continued, would dis- 
courage his adherents. . This, however, brought 
down on him indignant condemnation, Jesus going 
far to recall all the commendations he had just be- 
stowed : he had said that he had not been instructed 
by flesh and blood, but now he says that he sayors 
the things that be of men ; he had called him a_rock, 
but now he calls him a rock of offense. Worst of all, 
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» he calls him Satan, as if the Tempter of the Wilder- 
ness -_ returned in his 


After thus chas- 


person. 
ones | offending disciple, he resumes his prophec 
of disaster and sufferi : in words already used at 


10: 38, 39. But all s sacrifices would be. richly 
requited when he should himself return as Judge in 
the of his Father; and some t would 
live to see an instance of the power of the Judge in 
which the final t would be as. 
came to pass in t truction of Jerusalem. 


ABERDEZN, SCOTLAND, 

. ‘ . 4 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 

“Anglo-American Congregation in Bayrout 
HE gates of Hades shall not prevail against it 
(v. 18). The gate ofa w town, as the point 
of attack in war, was the measure of its defen- 
sive power. Also as the seat of the elders in admin- 
istering its affairs it was the place and emblem of 
authority. Further, as the entrance to the house or 
city it ee came to represent all that lay with- 
in. Thus the Ottoman Empire is in official language 
the ‘Sublime Porte,” High Gate. 

| Be it far from thee, d, (lit.») God have mercy 
on thee (wv. 22). This ejaculation of Peter's is a cour- 
teous and deferential prelude to what without it 


-would:have seemed a rude contradiction, ‘‘ this shail 


never be unto thee.” Orientals have a number of 

similar hg organs which they use on such occasions 

and with this apologetic motive. It always seems to 

them a help towards smoothing over a difference or 

pene Sed right'conclusion to refer to what God must 
a 


think t it, and to lift the subject into some re- 
lationship with his will. Thus when anythin - 
, the 


ponerenme and yncalled for is recommend 
earer’s cautious protest is, ‘‘The Lord assist you.” 
The case seems to require it. When a proposal de- 
rogatory to oneself or injurious to another is sug- 
gested they say, ‘‘The Lord forgive you.” When 
a statement difficult to believe is made, it is sup- 
posted by the appeal, ‘‘ God knoweth.” In our Eng- 
ish Bible the translation here expresses the meaning, 
but the popular form is with the Greek original, 
God dove menay op thep: 
bd 


Two Tests of Discipleship 
. By Delavan Leonard Pierson. © 


HOUSANDS of people are ready to acknowledge 
Jesus as a teacher, a prophet, an ideal, who still 
refuse to accept him as ‘‘the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God.” A Hindoo judge, not long ago, 
wrote to the Punjab Bible and Tract Society askin 
for some Scripture text-cards and said, ‘‘I am one o 
the humblest admirers of the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
My attitude toward him is one of profound respect 
and I frequently refer to the Bible for elevation of 
mind.” But this acknowledgment does not satisfy 
Christ. Nothing short of tall satvendes to his claims 
shows that the truth has taken hold on the heart ; 
nothing less than confession of Jesus’ deity co-in- 
cides with the revelation of the Father. CArist is 
the Son of God, or he is an impostor. 

Christ's blessing on confessors still remains in force, 
and their confessions are still the key that loose the 
captives of sin and open the door of the church to 
strangers. The Rev. G. P. Gibbons of Madras, 
India, tells of a Christian pariah who was passing by 
a way-side shrine and saw a man lighting the lamp 
in front of the idol. Thinking this a opportun- 
ity to confess Christ, he asked, “ y should you 
light that lamp? Hasthe stone image eyes to see?” 

e lamplighter reported the matter to the elders of 

the village and they summoned the young man to ap- 
pest before them. In reply tothe charge of sacri- 
ege the Christian said : ‘‘I asked only one man if a 
stone idol can see, and now it seems that Almighty 
God has called me here to testify tothe whole village 
that Jesus only can save and that stone idols cannot 
see, nor hear, nor help.” 

But confession is only one test of true discipleship. 
Peter who passed victoriously through the first, 
failed, for a time, to endure the second. He shrank 
from the cross. The spokesman of God -became the 
mouthpiece of Satan in calling on Jesus to spare him- 
self, ere is where the faith of many converts in 
heathen lands is tested to the uttermost. They are 
ready to confess the Son of God, but they shrink 
from bearing the cross. 

But hundreds and thousands of disciples are 
daily treading this way in the footsteps of Christ. 
Read of the martyrs of Uganda and of Madagascar, 
of the persecuted disciples in China and India, in Ar- 
menia and Persia. In New Guinea overone hundred 
and twenty volunteer Christian evangelists from 
other islands died of fever or poison or by massacre 
in twenty years, and yet more volunteers were always 
ready to go there and to die if need be in following 
the Saviour. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


— Who do men say that the Son of man 
Jesus had been teaching some months 
ve ‘‘an examination.” The value of 

right opinion of things. At last the world has the 
right opinion of consumption, and it is to be wiped 
out in ten years. Slavery, and itis gone. Rum, and 
it is going. Never sneer at ‘‘doctrines.” Do Pe 
remember the old swamp that used to be over by The 
Flat?) That was because the Brandywine had no 
banks. They threw up banks and the swamp dried 
u strines are stout banks that hold the stream 
to its course. Doctrines determine the life. Is your 
doctrine, ‘ ed man has his "? Then you'll 
stand watching ! (Prov. 23:7.) Your trend in life 
depends upon what you sa Christ. Size up the 
men who revile and curse by him, and see for your- 
self the sort of lives they tend. It is by your colnien 
of the Son of man that men say who you are. 


What to You ?—Aui who say ye that J am? 
(v. 15.) It is more important what Notty 
thinks of Christ than what all Coatesville thinks 
—for George Notty. If every one else accepts 
him but you, the world has had no Saviour—so far 

um are concerned. ‘‘ But who say ye that I 


ts ? (v. 13. 
and will 


as 
- am?”"—you fellows over there on the back row. 


“The young man’s Friend.” Yes, and are you 
“running with him”? ‘A Sure Guide.” Do you 
consult him on every change of job or new business 
venture? ‘* The Comforter.” Yes, indeed, Charley, 
my boy, every fellow who loses his mother can have 
. ‘The every-day Helper.” The 
best way in the world to get a good — and to get 
customers is to ask him, ‘‘ The Steadier.” 
ight you are, Sam, and no fellow needs a 
‘* steadier” like the man breaking away from John 
Barleycorn. And here is the wonder of it all: what- 
ever you say Christ is to you, that very thing he is. 


In Bold Face.— Peter ... said, Thou art the Christ 
(v. 16.) The whole wide world must answer the ques- 
tion. Europe was forced to answer it—and the church 
is planted in vaste: Africa and Asia are even now 
in the process of being forced to answer it—and in 
another generation the church will be Jesus © in 


, Africa and Asia, Luke says (9 :.23) that Jesus com- 
* manded to follow him by denying self. 


fore con- 
sidering the cost, have you any wish to follow Christ ? 
If you don’t want to a lawyer, doctor, dentist, 
druggist, teacher, or engineer, no use Mea a 
you 
can take care of yourself in this world and the next, 
if you can skip misfortune, dodge disease, live as 
long as you like, without this divine Friend, the devil 
won't let you follow him. But note this in bold face: 
fe doe ae yon cena or rare what 
opinion of any other man world, living or 
may be—but of Jesus Christ it does.” 


Quakers and Dunkards.—Ujon this rock J will 
butld my church (v.18). And Mark tells us that this 
same Peter, this ‘*‘ rock,” then and there took Christ 
to task, and got Mark 8 : 33 for his pains. Ever 
since some of Peter's successors have > they 
knew more about Christ’s church than its founder. 
The books and words on this passage are a forest of 
chatter. All you need to know is Peter’s confession. 
That puts you into Christ (Col. 1: 18) (Rom. 10 : 10) 
(Matt. 10: 32). Other things are secondary. Our 
Quaker neighbors in Chester County observe none 
of the usual church ordinances, while our Dunkard 
neighbors in Lancaster County use all of them, and 
some others beside, such as washing the feet, the 
kiss of charity, etc. Both Quakers and Dunkards 
are the loveliest Christians in all Pennsylvania. 
Their daily lives square with the Sermon on the 
Mount. ‘The man who to law is cast out, and 
everybody loves and helps his neighbor. They both 
wear broad brim hats, plain bonnets, own broad rich 
acres, and ‘live the simple life.” ‘*Thou art the 
Christ.” This is the big bald rock. Get there and 
stay there, and all the winds of ism can beat upon 
your house in one continuous gale, and ‘it will fall 
not because it is founded upon a rock.” 


R-o-m.—10-9-00.— The keys of ... heaven (v. 19).— 
It was in this ‘* examination” that Jesus asked the 
greatest question in commercial arithmetic the 
science of mathematics has ever known. Find it in 
Mark 8: 36. How does Heaven value your soul ? 
(Luke 15:7.) If a soul, the most precious thing in 
the universe, gets away from its owner, whence the 
value to buy it back? Heaven the only bank where 
the price could be had. Jesus the Son (1 Cor. 6 : 20;. 
1 Pet. 1: 18,19). The key stands for position, honor, 

wer, confidence. The keys of the city on a cushion. 

hen the ‘‘old man” calls you into the inner office 
and gives you the combination of the safe that stands 
in the fireproof, you will be ‘‘ goin’ some,” as they 
say down in Kentucky. Jesus has given all. you fel- 
lows the combination that opens the doors of heaven. 
Here it is. R-O-M. 1o-9-10. This is the greatest 
honor he can give you in this world, If you are 
worthy he will take you into the firm at settling time. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Lesson Home-Readings 


Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
: Tditorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
: _ national Lesson Committee). 
M.—Mait. 16: 13-28 . Declaring Jesus to be the 
sJ Christ. 


T.—John 1 : 35-42 . Declari esus to be the 

yt se stam <a the 
W.—John 1: ai esus to 

i rtp Sec json God. 
T.—Jobn 11:1 i v esus to 

J aad ng J ae te 

F.—1 John 1 : 1-10. Declaring Jrsus to be the 

lari Mine Sto bs 

S.— Matt. 26 : . Declarin mself to 
wr x the Christ. 
S.—Matt. 3 : 13-17 . Declared by God sie 


% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Jesus, | my c ave taken."’ 
** Go to dark Gethsemane."’ 
‘** The Son of God goes forth to war." 
+ ** Must Jesus bear the cross alone."’ 
** Lead on, O King Eternal.”’ 
** In the vineyard of our Father.” 
** The saints of God, their conflict past.” 
‘** Take up my cross,’ the Saviour said."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
ditions of the metrical Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 2 : 5-9 (@: 5-9. 4 ¢ I-4). 
Psalm 72 : t-7 (97 : 1-5. 16 t I-5). 
Psalm 45 : 1-10 (94 : 1-5. t I-5O). 


Psalin Ne : ant nb Yea ze y 1-6), 
* 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Before the Lesson. —Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for revealing thyself so clearly in 
thy work and thy word that we do not need to 
have any doubt about thyself. Help us, we 

ray thee, to be bold in the stand we take 
betere all the world as thy ne followers, and 
may we not be willing to hide in the dark the 
gospel truth that thou hast sent into our lives, 
or our belief in thee; . Forgive us, we beseech 
thee, for our cowardly silence ; for our foolish 
delay in acknowledging thee ; for our shiftin 
allegiance under the stress o' nen an 
for our unwillingness to do the work that is just 
at! hand in leadin 





ee, by the knowledge of 
ourselves, to put self, out 
take. up the cross and follow thee without ques- 
tioning, wherever thou dost lead. In thy name 
we ask it. Amen, _ 


sacrifice to deny 


After the Lesson.— How easy it is for us 
to tell what other people think on any big 
question, but how hard it is to come out 
frankly and bravely with our own opinion ! 
Easy enough to exvress our own opinion 
when. we know everybody will agree with 
us, but hard enough to be bold about it when 
some may not agree at all; You needn’t 
raise your hands in answer to the question, 
but I wonder if any of us have kept still 
when others were speaking slightingly of 
Jesus Christ. I know a lawyer who for many 
a has made it his practise to speak most 

indly but urgently to any man who uses thé 


name of the Saviour profanely in the lawyer’s | 


hearing. He ranges Says very quietly, 
** Please do not use such language with me ; 
ou are speaking of a dear friend of mine. 

hope you won’t speak that way of him 
again while we are together.’’? The lawyer 
never yet has met a man who has been an- 
— by this, or who has seemed to misun- 
erstand the spirit in which the word has 
been spoken. Some of us, though, will 
stand quietly by while the name of the Sav- 
iour or the Heavenly Father is used in this 
way. And some of us seem afraid to come 
right out and let others know that we are 
followers of Christ. Jesus was testing his 
disciples. He made the question very direct 
and very personal : ‘* Who say ye that [ am?”’ 





WHO 
SAY 
YE? 











He is pressing that question upon many of 
us here to-day. We may say that he has 
helped others; that he is a wonderful 
teacher; but he is longing tenderly for such 
an answer as he got from Peter. Let me 
urge you to give him that answer for yourself, 
and not to delay. That question on the 
blackboard will remain in your thought un- 
til you have answered it aright. It js upon 
the life and work of those who answered 
that question as Peter did that Jesus Christ 


others to thee by the word || 
_ spoken directly and definitely. Stir us, we pray |’ 
t 


th 
of, our thought, and | . 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 

A WoRD FROM THE _ stud- 
ies ly what is known as Underwood 
‘Trav to the currenf A sec- 
tion of the patented m c with this 
system is reproduced herewith. If, at the open- 
ing of the lesson, the teacher will, by the use of, 
these maps and or. 


ter 
maps and the, e 
Seek et clcatly tx the Welaos sides peel 
scope}, the m 
the cites at the luseosts events in 
will help as no other method can to give a sense 
of réality to those events and a last ne 
sion of them. The use of these he 
tably be n at any time during the year. 
fty places will be described with the lessons of 
the whole year; the yf of these 
ploasrenst #*. and if ord: at one time, a 
cloth-bound, -lettered casc will be given 
free. Eleven places in Palestine are described 
with ‘the lessons of the third quarter ; the eleven 
- for the third rangi ye $1.83. 
stereographs uly cost 67 cents, 
Less than four stereographs r 


in one order are 
20 cents each. Ste 
or postage is prepaid. 


, 85 cents, Express 
rders should be sent 
to ‘The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
HE word ‘‘ coasts,’’ as Matthew uses it 
(16 : 13), means outskirts or 
.  Peter’s emphatic tion 


of the Messiah may have been either at Czesa- 
rea Philippi or while they were nearing the 
town. If we choose we may see even now 
the ancient Roman road S which they 
reached their destination on that memorable 
journey, Find on our Palestine map the 
number 29, indicating a position to be taken at 
Ceesarea Philippi. Jf you should stand to-day 
at that spot near the foot of Mount Hermon, 
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Map Pateut No. 656,569 by Underwood & Underwegd, 
Bat’d in Great Britain, 


facing toward the heights, you would see 
directly before you the deep, tree-lined gorge 
of a little river (one of the streams that form 
thé Jordan), crossed by a narrow bridge of 
stone, ‘ At the farther end of the bridge you 
see the roadway through a door-shaped 
opening in a high, dilapidated stone wall. 
And over the broken shoulders of the wall, 
where grass and weeds are growing, your eye 
takes in long, irregular upward reaches of 
pasture ground dotted with bushes,—the 
rugged masses of Mount Hermon mounting 
up against the sky, 

It must have been over this road that Jesus 
and the disciples traveled. That stone. gate- 
way used to be an imposing entrance to the 
Roman town of Ceesarea Philippi. (If you 
look closely at the gate you can see, embedded 
in its stone-work, cylindric sections of pillars 
that once formed parts of fine buildings in the 
Roman city. . At some time between Jesus’ 
time and ours they were used to mend the 
city wall.) 

To see for yourselves the road and the gate 
and the mountain-side beyond, use the stereo- 
graph entitled ‘‘Old gate to Czesarea Philippi 
at the foot of Mount Hermon.”’ 

Next week we shall describe the “ taber- 


_ The 


‘Pflowers.: So it must be ever, 


Hlustration Round-Table 
A. LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of department. One dollar 


will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Why Sam Wasn't Afraid.— And the gates 
a ays shall mot prevail against it (v.18). 
n the old slave days, says The Home Her- 
ald, there was a colored man who was a faith- 


impres- | 641’ Christian, and his master often tried to 


together bis master said to Vim, * 
master said to "5S 
you afraid the devil will saan 
massa, not a bit afraid he will get me.’’ 
«+ But,”’ said the master, ‘‘isn’t the devil 
much than you?”’ **Oh a esang 
devil much than me.’’ ‘* Well, then, 
doesn’t the devil ever get after you?’’ ‘Yes, 
he often gets after me.’”’ ‘‘ But aren’t you 
afraid he will get you?’’ ‘*No, massa.’’ 
**Why not, if he’s so much stronger than 
?”? ** Because, massa, just as soon as I 
see the devil getting after me, I simply look 
up there and say, ‘Lord, look after your 
rty.’ An’ I believe the Lord am able 
to look after his property.”—2. Z. Hough, 
Charlotte, N. C. 
It.— Get thee behind me, Satan 
(v. 23). ‘*I don’t believe, Mr, Finney,’’ 
said a man reckoned wise by the world to 
that faithful servant of Christ, *‘I don’t be- 
lieve in the existence of the devil.’’ ‘* Don’t 
you?”’ said the old man. ‘* Well, my friend, 
ou resist him for a while, and you will be- 
ieve in it.”"— Grace Potter, Hartwick, N.Y. 
Quotation from D. W. Whittle, in Life. 


Flowers from the Cross.—LZet him deny 
himself, and take up his cross (v. 24). The 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, in his book ‘* The Life 
.and Light of Men,’’ says: ‘‘I saw a beauti- 
fal device once—a hollow cross, filled >with 
flowers which fell out as the’ cross was car- 
ried. Shoulder your cross, child: of \God ! 
After the first step there will be a’shower of 
Day out of 
night; spring out of winter; flowers out of 
frost ; joy out of sorrow, fruitfulness out of 
pruning ; Olivet out of Gethsemane ; the As- 
cension out of Calvary ; life out of death ; and 
the Christ that is to be out of. the pangs of a 
travailing creation.’”’"—Filorence R. Smith, 
Wynston, Bishops Hull, Taunton, Eng. 
Counting the Cost.—// any man would 
come after me, let him him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me(v. 24). Two 
young soldiers were talking about the service 
of Christ. One of them said: ‘‘I can’t tell 
ou all that the Lord Jesus is to me, or what 
e has done for me, I do wish you would 
enlist in his army.’’ ‘*I am thinking about 
it,’? answered his comrade, ‘‘but it means 
giving up several things—in fact, I'am count- 
ing the cost.”” An officer passing at that 
moment overheard the last remark, and, lay- 
ing his hand on the shoulder of the speaker, 
he said: ‘* Young friend, you talk of count- 
ing the cost of following Christ, but have you 
ever counted the cost of not following him ?’’ 
For days that question rang in the ears of the 
young man, and he found no rest till he 
sought and found it at the feet of the Saviour 
of sinners, whose faithful soldier and servant 
he has now been for twenty-seven years.— 
‘Mrs. James R. Basket, Crowley, La. From 
The Christian Witness, 


The Order of the Iron Cross.—// any 
man would come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take. “p his cross, and follow me (v. 
24).. Do you know how the Order of the 
Iron Cross grew up? Nearly a hundred 
years ago the King of Prussia, Frederick 
William III, was carrying on expensive wars. 
He was trying to strengthen his country and 
make a great nation of the Prussian people, 
and he had not money enough to accomplish 
his plans. What should he do? If he stopped 
where he was, the country would be overrun 
by the enemy, and that would mean terrible 
distress for everybody. He therefore asked 
the women of Prussia, as many of them as 
wanted to help the king, to bring their jew- 
elry of gold and silver to be melted down into 
money for the use of their country. Many 
women brought all the jewelry they had, and 
for each ornament of gold or silver they re- 
ceived in exchange an ornament of bronze or 


were out 
aren’t 
**No, 





iron precisely like the gold or silver. ones, as 





A Half-Way Christian.— Zhen said Jesus 
unto his pep om df any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take u, 

is cross, and follow me(v, 24). Aunt Dina 
described a young ntember of her church as 
evi **jes’ —— rligion to make her 
miser’ble—too much to be happy at dances 
an’ too little to be happy in pra’r meetin’.’’ 
Alas! the ‘is common—a_ troubled 
spirit that halts half-way, afraid to go back 
and unwilling to Pll eee There is no 
peace in the borderland. ‘The half-way Chris- 
tian is a torment to himself and no benefit to 
others. — Juniata Rohrback, Washington, 
D.C, From Forward. 


in Surrender.— For wihoso- 
ever would save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall 
Jind it (v. 25). Just out of reach from my 
‘window stretches a wire, which carries a 
heavy current of electricity for light and 
power. It is carefully insulated at every 
pole that supports it, and is carried well out 
of common reach. If I could lean far enough 
out to touch it, death would be swifter than 
the tiger’s leap or the serpent’s sting, as 
swift as the lightning stroke. Yet the doves 
light on it and take no harm. _ The secret is 
that, when they touch the full-powered wire, 
they touch nothing else. They give them- 
selyes wholly to it. My danger would be 
that, while T snaatinn the wire, I should also 
be touching the earth through the. walls of 
my house, and the current would turn my 
body, into a channel for escape. But they 
rest wholly on the wire, and. experience 
neither dread nor danger, .They are one 
with it, and they are safe, So would God 
have us seek,our safety in complete surren- 
der to his power and love. It is when, we 
reach one hand to him, while we yet keep 
fast hold of some forbidden thing with the 
other, that we are in danger.—C, F. Butter- 
field, Woodland, Me. _ From The Christian 
Endeavor World.. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration, 


Her Gift.— for whosoever would save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his 
life for my sake shall find tt (v. 25). S. D. 
Gordon (in Quiet Talks on Service) tells a 
simple pathetic story of a minister in a cer- 
tain small town, who made an appeal for a 
special offering to home missions one Sabbath 
morning. He felt, after finishing his sermon, 
that the effort-was a poor one and the results 
would be small,: There was a struggle going 
on, though, in the last pew. A. poor crippled 
girl, to whom some of the members had given 
a pair of crutches, was wondering what she 
could give. When the plate passed her: she 
calmly balanced her crutches on it, They 
were her ‘*life,’’ for they had transformed 
her. As the plate was taken down the aisle, 
a banker stopped it here, the merchant put 
in a-slip, some one paid fifty dollars for the 
crutches and sent them back to poor, crippled 
Maggie. The pastor said, with dimmed eyes, 
‘¢ Surely our little friend is giving us a won- 
derful example.’’ And the plates were called 
back to the pews again. Her gift became 
worth hundreds of dollars. And she went 
out of the church the happiest little woman 
in the world.— Mrs. LZ. R. Hogan, Mc Minn- 
ville, Tenn, 


Jackie’s ‘*‘ Good Feeling.”’— Zhen shall 
he render unto every man according to his 
works (v. 27). Poor litle Jackie—I felt so 
sorry for him. It was hard lines not to have 
a word of thanks after all his hard work. 
But that night, when I put him in his little 
cot, he said to me, ‘‘ Auntie, this morning I 
was sorry that I pulled the weeds, but now 
I’m not sorry.” ‘* How is that?’’ I asked. 
‘¢ Has Cousin Frank thanked you?’’ ‘* No, 
but inside of me I have a good feeling. It 
always comes when I’ve been kind to any 
one; and, do you know I’ve found out what 
it is?’’ ‘* What is it, darling?’’ I asked. 
Throwing his arms around my neck, he whis- 
pered, ‘‘ It’s God’s thank you.’’—AMary £. 





Watson, Hartford, Conn. 























as’ Peter did. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 17 (Matt. 16: 13-28) 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Lesson TEACHING.—Zverybody must tell 
what he thinks about Jesus. 


HO spoke the wonderful words of life 
pe we a about pe eH 
ow many wrote 
the words of Jesus which, 
(Let the tell. 
about his words? sihenk & _ 
unto are t ey are life.’’ 
Whe a. te wonderful works that we 
talked about? What did the disciples say 
about Jesus that night when Jesus quieted 
the storm? (See lesson of June 5.) ‘*Ofa 
truth, thou art she Son of God.’’ . Jesus was 
pleased with that answer, but there were other 
people, who did not believe that Jesus was 
God's Son, although they knew that he was 
a wonderful man,-and spoke wonderful 
words, lis 
Jesus and his disciples took several trips 
together, across the Sea of Galilee, up the 
mountains, through the grain-fields, into the 
country, etc.. One day they walked toward 
a beautiful mountain, so high that its t 
reached the clouds and was covered wi 
snow. As they talked on the way, and no one 
else was with them, JeSus said to his disciples, 
‘* Who do men say that I am?’’ They an- 
swered: ‘*Some say that you are John the 
Baptist,’’—come to life again. (You remem- 
ber King Herod thought that and was afraid.) 
‘They said ‘*Some people think that you are 
Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the old pro- 
phets.’’ Then Pca said, ‘‘ Who say you 
that I am?’’ eter was always ready to 
speak first, so he said, ** Thou are the Christ : 
the Son of the living God.’’ Jesus was pleased 
again that they knew who he was, so he 
told Peter that his life should be blessed, and 
he made him a promise. Although the 
others did not speak, I think they felt ‘just 


‘© Miny "times ‘Jesus -and--his disciples 


“Hdd tied t6 také*a Tittle'trip by themselves, 


and so often the crowd followéd, but this 
time they were alone. When Jesus was 
sure that they*knew he was God’s Son, he 
began, to tell them some of his secrets. You 
know we tell secrets only to our best friends, 
so Jésus asked his disciples not to tell the 
secrets to anybody else for a while, but to re- 
member what he said. He talked to them 
about the big city of Jerusalem where the 
temple stood and about the fault-finders 
who were growing more angry every day be- 
cause of his wonderful words and works. 
Peter could hardly bear it,—because it made 
him feel sad. I think it made him feel like 
the little boy who was told that his mother 
could not live, but must leave him for the 
heavenly home. Peter couldn’t bear to think 
of being separated from Jesus, so he talked 
on and on, and said that Jesus mustn’t leave 
them. He talked so much that Jesus had to 
ask him to keep quiet. It was easy for the 
disciples to follow Jesus into the country, as 
they walked and talked together, but he told 
them that he wanted them to follow, when 
they went back to the city, where it would be 
hard. He told them how hard it would be, 
**Ifany man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and fol- 
low me,’’ 

After telling them the sad part, he told 
them of the angels and the glory of God, 
and of the reward in heaven for the children 
of God. They had reached the little city at 
the foot of the snow-covered mountain, and 
I am sure they must have seen the glory of 
God, when the setting sun shone on the 
mountain top, and the clouds looked like a 
path of gold leading to heaven. In church 
and Sunday-school we listen to the wonder- 
ful words of God. When we are out of 
doors and look around us, we can always 
see some of the wonderful works of God. I 
love to think of the bright summer days 
when father and mother used to take us 
children away. from the city, and we spent all 
day out of doors and when we looked at the 
clear sky at night father would say, “* The 
heavens declare the glory of God.’’ Tell 
me what you can see in the heavens. The 
sun, moon, stars and comet are all wonder- 
ful works of God, the trees, birds, insects, 
and flowers full of perfume all show the love 


of God, but those are not his best gift. It! 
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he gave his only begotte 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’’ Everybody must tell 
what he believes about Jesus, just as Peter 
had to tell. Sometimes we “es church, 
‘I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus 
Christ, Ais only Son, our Lord, etc. 
** There are many little chiJdren 
Who have never heard 


Of his tender love and kindness 
And his Holy Word.” 
(Carols) 


If we believe and love Jesus, we must tell 
others that they may believe too. 

At Home—Draw a picture of Jesus and 
his disciples traveling toward the mountain 
and write what Peter said about Jesus. 


Curcaco, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


UPPOSE you saw a closed house which 
you wished to. enter. What would be 
‘the easiest way to get in? But to open 
the door, what might you need? There- 
fore, if you have the key to the house, what 
does that prove? What power have you? 
When the fleet of the Duke of York entered 
the harbor of New Amsterdam, Peter Stuy- 
vesant, the last Dutch governor, discouraged 
by his lack of support, handed over the key 
of the town to the English. What did this 
show ? 

What keys did Jesus give Peter ?° Do you 
suppose they were real keys? What is the 
idea? Here I. explained that Jesus had 
taught about the new kingdom—had given 
its standards, bank, rules, ‘etc.; and pro-. 
‘claimed: himself as its king, but. many didnot 
yet understand. . Peter was given the privi- | 
dege. of: opening «to these’ people, by_-his 


and. his, was the joy.to,seethem-enter. From 
ouz Bibles (Acts, 2.3: 38-42) we pead-together { 
how wonderfully Peter did open the door on 
the day of Pentecost, when three thousand 
souls accepted Jesus as the Christ through 
Peter’s preaching. From’ Acts 10 : 34 we 
read how he opened the door to the Gentiles. 

Why did Jesus give this privilege to Peter? 
Had Peter done anything great to be so re- 
warded ? What had just taken place? Here 
the girls told of the two questions of Jesus 
and the answer to each. We found out that 
Elijah, Jeremiah, John, were prophets, and 
told one or two facts about them. I then 
explained the term ‘‘Christ,’’ and showed 
what it meant for a Jew to say, ‘‘ Thou art 
the Christ.”’ 

How did Peter know this? What did 
this answer show? We noted that Peter’s 
faith proved him the first Christ man or 
Christian, and he was duly rewarded. Was 
this an important statement? What did 
one say of the importance of the truth 

eter had declared? What happens to the 
building when the foundation stones are re- 
moved? This truth embodied in man makes 
him a living stone in Christ’s kingdom, 

If this confession was so great it must 
have had a sweeping influence. From Phil- 
ippians 2: -I1 we saw that God himself is 
glorified by our confession of him. Peter 
was strengthened (the man who publicly 
speaks on temperance is less likely to fall); 
the other disciples would be encouraged to 
follow, and we, to-day, are glad to read of 
it because it helps us. 

A man’s actions toward a thing show us 
the opinions he holds of the value of that 
thing to him. A man who kicks his dog 
shows what he thinks of him without utter- 
ing a word. Once I found a dull, dirty 
chain, and threw it aside, thinking it brass. 
My mother saw it was gold, and had it 
cleaned and polished. Now I proudly wear 
it. When I thought it brass I scorned it; 
and it was gold all the time, but I did not 
know. What think ye of Christ? Do you 
think him the mere prophet, or the brass 
chain? Or do you know he is the living 
God, and is the true gold chain, to be worn 
continuously ? Which way do your actions 
declare him ? 

Does it do #s good to confess Christ pub- 





licly? How else may we confess him be- 
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sides in words? Everybody is = confess- 
a 


ing him either favorably or unfavorably, 
whether they realize it or not, Did you 
ever vee a pebble into the water? What 
happened? The s remembered the 


wideni circles, © time you make 
Sa oo ee 
waves le ce | Seana boty” will 
glorify strengthen elp your 
companions, and may reach Sewn in: 
fluence others you do not know. You, too, 
may share Peter’s joy of leading a soul into 


_ The girls will write up this lesson under 
these two divisions: Peter’s confession and 
his reward ; Our confession and our reward, 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 
For next lesson read Matthew 17 : 1-8 
and 14-20. Find from the dictionary the 
meaning of ‘‘transfiguration.’? What do 
you think made Jesus’ face shine? Whom 
did Jesus take with him ? 
hy did he permit any of his disciples to 
go with him? Why.do you oe he 
chose Peter, James, John? What did they 
see and hear? . What good would this ex- 
perience be to the disciples later? What 
are tabernacles ? (Find from the dictionary.) 
Why should they desire to remain on that 
mountain? Why did not Jesus remain there 
where he was transfigured ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


‘the kingdom. 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 
WO questions: Please find them and 
read them (vs. 13-15).. This thé boys 
did. How do the questions differ? 
Without thinking, some of the ‘boys suggested 
that the questions were alike, but chal- 
lenged that. And then the difference was 
clearly defined ; what do men think about 
Jesus, and what do you think about Jesus. 
Suppose I should put the question ‘of verse 

13 to, you : boys to-day, what would be your 
angwer? . (Here is a good test of the extent 
to.which the boys are thinking: indepen- 
dently; it will pay to give ample time for 
‘full answers, and I do not hesitate to tell the 
Boys that some men look tipon Jesus merely 
as 2 good ‘man.’ But*I tellthem why I be- 
lieve that view to be wrong.) 

: But far more important to me is the ques- 
tion which I simply must answer for myself 
(v. 15). See Mr. Ridgway’s comments, third 
paragraph. You and I, fellows, have that 
question: put squarely to us. I don’t know 
any way by which I can escape answering it. 
I may say, with Peter (v. 16), ** THou art the 
Christ, the son of the living God ’’ ; or, I may 
say, ‘* I’m not ready to decide,’’ which means 
that I haven’t found him to be my Saviour 
yet (Matt. 12: 30). There isn’t a greater 
question in all life for a fellow to answer.” It 
has always seemed strange to me how some 
young men trifle with that question, and 
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make light of it. Every sermon presents this 

question to us, in one way or another; the 

open bible brings us face to face with it 

again and again; and to me every growing 

tree and passing cloud call out to acknow- 
God as my great Creator and Father. 

I told my boys again of the young man who 


five years ago ran out of a religious 
por after I had spoken 1. i Seeks 
after we had cards and I had said 


to him, ‘* This question must be answered ; 
eg can’t getaway from it.” For five years 
e wandered almost over the world, and then 
a lettey came, saying in substance: ‘* You 
were right. I’ve wandered everywhere and 
have frequaney been in the depths of sin, 
even to the extent of being drunk, and the 
question has never left me. Last night I 
answered it—and He is now my personal 
Saviour." This letter made a very direct 
appeal to my boys. 
yerses 17 to 19 gave me an opportunity to 
explain the interpretation which the Roman 
Catholic Church places upon the passage, 
and the differing view taken by others. y 
recent reading on this point had not been 
as thorough as FE wished it had been. The 
class period is a great testing time of the 
teacher’s preparation. 

Verses 24 and 25 reminded me of Matthew 
27 : 42— the truth of which the taunting peo- 
ple failed to realize. Following Jesus Christ 
means sacrifice; there is no good equiva- 
lent for that word, and there is absolutely no 
substitute for the process. We live best 
when we abandon our life to him. 

All real success in life is ‘by way of sacri- 
fice. Governor Hughes, in an address to 
young men, told of the struggles of a boy to 
get an education, and made this significant 
analysis of the case: ‘*He decided to put 
less on himself in order to put more iz him- 
self.’’ There it is—success comes high. 
There is no real Christian living without the 
element of sacrificing. The Rev. M.’S. Little- 
field, in an address, said: ‘*The cross is 
there; one may not step over it, or walk 
around it—he must take it up.”’ 

Verse 26 has been pictured many times as 
a scale, ar balance-beam, In one side, the 
world ; i the other the word Soul:'’ And 
the side of the Soul is down, with the other 
scale-pan high up in ‘the dir,’ There is ‘no 
comparison. Said a contributor to a worthy 
cause’; ,‘*Ten. thousand dollars is a good 
deal to put into this work ; but it’s not too 
much if i? saves my boy.’? How then shall 
I put a price on my own soul? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Find out what happened to Moses when 
he came to the time of death (Deut. 34 : 5); 
to Elijah (2 Kings 2 : 11). 2. Who went 
with Jesus to a high mountain? 3. What 
does ‘‘transfigured’’ mean? 4. In what way 
do verses 14-18 answer Peter’s proposition 
in verse 4? §. Look up another time when 
a voice from heaven commended Jesus 
(Matt. 3: 17). 
DetTRoIT, Micu. 








The Adult Bible Class—sy President Frank K. Sanders, D. D. 





How the Twelve 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


HE plan of the Gospel according to 
Matthew will be perfectly plain to the 
student who has intelligently mastered 

its details up to the middle of the sixteenth 
chapter. The closing paragraph will be seen 
to be a climax, Peter’s coniession marks 
the successful close of the months of patient 
companionship with the Twelve. Its sig- 
nificance was more than individual; it de- 
clared that the whole body of familiar disci- 
ples had become men of conviction regard- 
ing Jesus. 

This story of the first half of the ministry 
was, then, the story of the way in which this 
conviction ripened in the minds of the 
Twelve. It brings out in relief the events 
and sayings which made their deep impres- 
sion. ‘The time between the calling of the 
Twelve and the confession of Peter at Czesa- 
rea was in the usual chronology about a year. 
Viewed by the difference between the con- 
victions of the Twelve at the outset and their 
convictions at its close it was a year of trans- 
formation almost akin to revolution. The 
disciples began the year in full possession of 





Attained Their Momentous Conviction of the Messiahship 
of Jesus: a Review (Matt. g: 35 to 16: 20). 


the enthusiasms and prejudices and beliefs 
of the average Jew of that age. They be- 
lieved Jesus to be at least a great prophet 
who would prepare the way for the true 
Messiah. They were content to follow his 
lead. They had arrived before the year’s 
end at an unshakeable belief in his Messiah- 
ship, even though in many ways he differed 
from their expectations. They were abso- 
lutely sure of him, although they could not 
explain all that he chose to say or do. He 
could thenceforth begin to educate them into 
a broader conception of Messiahship. 

From the standpoint of a history of the ac- 
tive ministry, this year was one of much dis- - 
appointment. An observer might have called 
it a time of disaster to the plans, of Jesus. 
Matthew’s Gospel explains the apparent de- 
feat of Jesus and his retirement from Galilee, _ 
and virtual abandonment of systematic public 
preaching and healing by setting‘forth the 
various sorts of unresponsiveness, hostility, 
and misunderstanding which blocked the 
public work of Jesus and gave the bitter en- 
mity of the ruling body of the people—the 

( Continued on next page, third column) 
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Dr. Jekyll 222 Mr. Hyde 
Ae 1 iSlephone 


Courteous and considerate co- 
operation is as essential at the 
telephone as in the office or home. 


In every use of the telephone 
system, three human factors are 
brought into action—one at each 
end, one or both anxious and prob- 
ably impatient, another at the cen- 
tral office, an expert, at least as 
intelligent and reliable as the best 
stenographers or bookkeepers. 


For the time being, this central 
office factor is the personal servant 
of the other two-and ‘is entitled:to 
the same consideration that is nat- 


t ~ 


The marvelous growth of the Beil System 


urally given to their regular em 
ployees. 


Perfect service depends upon the 
perfect co-ordinate action of all 
three factors—any one failing, the 
service suffers. This should never 
be forgotten, 


All attempts tc entirely eliminate 
the personal factor at the central 
office, to make it a machine, have 
been unsuccessful. There are 
times when -no mechanism, how- + 
ever ingeniqus,;can take the place 


.of human intélligence. 


“ ‘ 


has made the 


use of the telephone. universal and the misuse a matter 


of public concern. 


Discourtesy on the: part of tele- 


phone users is only possible when they fail to realise the 


efficiency of the service. 


It will cease when they talk 


over the telephone as they would talk face to face. 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


One Policy 


One System 


Universal Service 
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Are Known By the Necco Seal 


. ate seal always neeearr on tee box. With this as a 
ou can’t go wrong’in confectionery 
one ; 500 Lanaten to choose from—chocolate coated nuts, 
ps, Cream pastes, etc. 
The NECCO seal means confectionery that is absolutely 
pure and good. Sold by all leading dealers. 


| NEW ENGLAND CONFECTIONERY CO., BOSTON, MASS. 





of known 








The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S, T. D. 


This book is at once a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual for this year's — study of the lessons. At booksellers, or, postpaid, 


from the publishers. §0 cen 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., rogt Walaut St.,. PHILADELPHIA, PA. :- 








fair chance to crush him. 

this out into relief the real cam- 

of Jesus in the hearts of the circle im- 
about him. Nothing else counted. 

The success or failure of the year of com- 

panionship turned on the spontaneous 

of the Twelve to his deliberate and searching 

Borat, sab whom say ye that I am?’ 

theme which sums up these seven chap- 


ters is, as stated above, ‘‘ How the Twelve 


attained their Conviction.” 

Begin the review by taking the class over 
these chapters in concert until the data are 
clearly in mind. Four sections stand out 
clearly: (1) The expansion of the ministry 
by the choice of the Twelve, 9 : 35 to I1 : 1; 
(2) the various misconceptions and hostilities 
which blocked his work, 11 : 2 to 14: 12; 
(3) the climax of public popularity and con- 
fidence, 14 : 13-36, I5 : 1-39; (4) bitter 
Pharisaic ion forcing a test of the 


Faith of the ‘I'welve, 16: 1-20. Section 2 
is the one which is full of significant details. 
Then take up the choice of the Twelve. 
What sort of men were they? In view of 
the outcome of the year, did Jesus probably 
select them for their n certain 
qualities? © What were those qualities which 
made them ible a ? 
_ How did Jesus enable them to contribute 
to their own training? ‘To what extent did 
they share in the work of evangelization and 
of healing ? The Gospels say little about the 
mission of the Twelve, but imply that it was 
continued for some time and had important 
results, © 

What was there in the experiences which 
the Gospels relate as taking place during this 
year or so, to account for the emphatic con- 
clusion to which the disciples came at or be- 
fore Ceesarea Philippi ? : 

Why did Jesus bring the matter to a head 
at Céesarea? Could he have waited another 
year? 

Why was the confession of Peter like a 
rock-foundation for the church ? 

Given. a conviction on. the part of the 
Twelve that ‘Jesus was the lookéd-for Mes- 
siah, he could gradually impress upon them 
the conditions which niust guide the Messiah 
in his work and affect his lifé: - Lacking ‘that 
conviction, no progress could be*madé. ‘But 
the formulation and-assertion of ‘that convic- 
tion was the crowning act of the year of the 
proclamation of the Messianic m No 
wonder Jesus felt’ triumphant and declared 
that God had helped the disciples to arrive at 
the glorious truth. 

With that conviction settled, Jesus was 
ready for the next great step in his self- 
presentation to the world. 


Booxs, THAT MAY Be USED. 


Among the important books with which to 
follow along the lessons, —not for direct help, 
but for many helpful suggestions,—should be 
numbered Garvie’s ‘‘ Studies in the Inner Lifé 
of Jesus.’’ His chapter 12 on ‘* The Compan- 
ionship of the Twelve ’’ is well worth ‘study. 
Dr. James Denney’s “‘ Jesus and the Gos- 
pel’’ is another volume of the same sort, 
which abundantly repays reading. 

Much that is helpful to the student of 
Matthew is found in-‘Bennett’s ‘* Life of 
Christ According to Mark,’’ and to the 
student of Gospel history in Robertson’s 
** Epochs in the Life of Jesus,’’ and in San: 
day’s ‘*Outlines.”’ 


Daity HoME READINGS ON Next LEsson, 


Lesson for July 24: Matthew 27 : 1-8, 
14-20. 


Monday.— Read Matthew 16 : 21-28, 
which declares the meaning of Messiahship 
and discipleship. Does verse 24 describe 
my type of discipleship ? 

Tuesday.—Read Matthew 17 : 1-13, the 
story of the Transfiguration. _What did this 
experience mean to Jesus? _ - 

-—Read Luke 9 : 28-36, an- 
other account of the Transfiguration. For 
what had Jesus been praying ? (v. 29.) 

Thursday.— Read Matthew 17 : 14-23, the 
healing of the possessed boy. He who is to 
use God’s power must be in intimate fellow- 
ship with him. 

Friday.—Read 2 Peter 1 : 12-18, a refer- 
ence to this very event. 

.—Read John 1 : 1-18, where 
there is similar testimony to witnessing his 
ee glory.’ 

-—Read Revelation. 1: 12-20, a 
vision of the glorified Jesus. 


WasuHeurn CoLiece, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Ask Marion Lawratice 1 3! 





I am about where 
hea Soasulniek rapeetlaniey tor tes Sen. 
tendent. Will 
for hho. bes, bed poauilentigyns ex: 

aman w no ex- 
perience in such work?—G. I. . 
icsting States-ocheet unigasiuces Gdakned 
y-sch zines, designed 
pr ear for Sunday-school officers. You 
find much help in the paper you are now 
reading, as nearly everything in it, outside of 
the lesson treatment, bears more or less di- 
rectly upon the things you want to know. 
live superintendents are doing is 
often recorded in these columns, and you 
will learn much by seeing what others are 
doing. Such books as ‘* Ways of Working ”’ 
Oia: yw 3 we Sunday School — 
cess ’? ($1.25) ells; ‘*The Organize 
Sunday - schooi "’ {50 cents), “by Axtell 
‘*Sparks from a Superintenident’s Anvil ’’ 
($1.00) ; **How to Conduct a Sunday- 
school’’- ($1.25), and other -books of this 
character will give you much help, 





ILLINOIS.—Do you think it is proper for a 
class of grown le in the Sunday-school to 
devote themselves log eye & to the study of 
economic the characters of great 
men, ete. ?—M. RIS.’ > 

The Sunday-school is the Bible-studying 
service of the church. I think the class 
should study the Bible, or not regard itself 
a part of the school. . It is not a matter of 
the desirability or profit of studying the 

uestions you refer to. It. is_ presumable 
thet all such topics, are not only. interesting, 
but helpful and instructive. But the Sun- 
day-school is a place for Bible study. It is 
a service of the church. Every class in it 
should study the Bible. It may be wise 
to turn aside temporarily to some specific 
topic for the purpose. of becoming better 
qualified for the work in hand, as, for in- 
stance, the teacher-training class or a class 
in mission study, but the regular class work 
should center about.the Bible. . 

_ In a report made some time ago by An- 
drew Stevenson, Secretary.of the Presbyterian 
Brotherhood, the statement was made that, 
in the five years preceding that report, in the 
city of Chicago alone forty Bible classes had 
gone out of existence, Not one of them was 
studying the Bible. He had no record to 
report of any class going out of existence 
that was studying the Bible. _ In most cases, 
in the long run, it is not a question of choice 
simply, but a question of life and death so 
far as the class is concerned. 





MULDROW, OKLA.—I have been thinking of 
taking up a course of study in teacher-training 
work, . It seems to me there ought to be a wak- 
ing-up of Sunday-school teachers in a knowledge 
of the Bible. I want to get into the city mis- 
sion work, and make a specialty of that line. 
What work is of the most value to one as con- 
ductor of @ oity mission Sunday-school? Also 
I want some of the best work on Bible peda- 
gogy. I am not able to purchase many books. 
—W. A. R. 


' I know of no way that will secure the 
training of so many Sunday-school teach- 
ers as simply to push vigorously the régular 
process of teacher-training recommended 
through the international ‘and state Sunday- 
school associations. 

Write to the office of your State Associa- 
tion, C. H. Nichols,’ General Secretary, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, for circulars on 
teacher-training. These plans contemplate 
the introduction, as rapidly as possible, of 
teacher-training classes in all the Sunday- 
schools of the state. Uf course this result 
is not reached, but it is the aim. 

It. does not follow, however, that you 
should not devote yourself especially to this 
sort of thing. It may be you have a great 
work to do right here.  Teacher-training 
work is not easy. Therefore it requires a 
great deal of labor to keep it going properly, 
but we sever will have the Sunday-schools 
we ought to have until our teachers are 
more thoroughly trained. 

There is no training for the work of a city 
missionary so good as to go to work in a city 
mission. I-know of no special books on the 
subject that would help you so much as that. 
The International Teacher-Training circular 
will direct you to a number of ‘choice books 
on ‘pedagogy and other subjects. All that 
are récommended in this leAflet ure first-class. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 17 (Matt. 16 : 13-28) 





| Children at Home 


Do-As-You-Please Day 
By Hilda Richmond 


$6 ea could have my wish,”’ Jack was 
saying as Mrs, Porter came out on the 

**I’d wish that I could do as 

I pleased all one day. have a time. 
I wouldn’t wish for a with hair or a 
toy piano,’’ and he looked at the girls as if to 
say their wishes were very foolish. It was a 


rainy day and the children were playing quiet 
and dolls. 
Emil 





games after getting tired of the toys 

‘*That would be nice,’’ 
‘*Mama, we are playing the 
Cousin Florence wants a toy and I 
wished for a doll with real . What is 
your wish?’’ 

**T’ll think about it and tell you later,’’ 
said Mrs, Porter threading herneedle. ‘‘ You 


y- 
ishing Game. 


go on with your game while I think.’’ 
‘*I only have one wish to-day,’’ went on 
Jack. ‘If 1 could do as I pleased a whole 


day I’d be perfectly happy. It’s always, 
* Jack don’t,’ and ‘You mustn’t do that, Jack,’ 
from morning till night.’’ 

** Well, it seems to me it wouldn't be so 
very hard to managea Do-as-you-please day,’’ 
said Mrs, Porter. ‘*Of course it would de- 
pend upon whether you wanted to get inte 
mischief or not. Ithink to-morrow you may 
all try doing as bog please, if you will promise 
not to want to do things that will injure you 


' or any one else.”’ 


The children were all excited and promised 
very readily to keep out of mischief. ‘Then 
they began to plan what they would do the 


‘ next day, and the rainy afternoon passed 


‘ cried Jack. 


very quickly. 

‘*] shall stay in bed till ’way late,’’ said 
Emily, ‘* and then get up to play the rest of 
the day. I won’t have to doa single thing 
all day, will I, mama?’”’ 

‘* Nothing but the things you want to do.’’ 

“«* And I shall-wear my best dress ‘and my 
white shoes,’’ ‘said Florence. ‘I think I’ll 


‘ take my new’ pink ‘parasol.and go’ Walking, or 
jonette where. 
‘folks San'séé me! T don’t like 'tdé_ save my 
" best dresses. I liké to wear them all the time.” 


maybe play with Geraldine Mi 


“Pooh! Such ways to have good times !”’ 
** I’m going to have a lot of fun.”’ 


“The next day Emily stayed in bed till ten 


, o’clock, but Jack and Florence were down 


early. Jack ate his breakfast without wash- 
ing his hands or face and then ran away to 
play with his chum Fred bythe river. Flor- 
ence came daintily down the stairs in her 


pretty new dress, holding her pink parasol | 


carefully over her best hat, and started out for 
a walk, wheeling her best doll in the new car- 
riage Uncle James had given her. 

‘* Auntie, did you think it was going to 
rain?’’ asked Florence, coming home wet 
and bedraggled an hour later, ‘* Why didn’t 
you tell me?’’ 

‘* But, my dear, the other day when I told 
you it was going to rain P nay cried and pouted, 
and, besides, this is do-as-you-please day, 
you know,’’ 

Jack came in tired and warm and dirty after 
a very happy morning, but when he saw Aunt 
Molly at the table in her white dress he said he 
would eat in the kitchen rather than wash his 
hands. He left his dinner for a moment and 
the cat upset his ice cream, so that he thought 
he had better go to the table the next time. 
Emily fared better than any of the rest, for 
she had a long happy day with her dolls and 
her books and her little friend from next door, 
but she was glad when evening came. 

*¢ Well, how did you all like it? Shall we 
try it again?’’ asked Mrs. Porter as they 
gathered about her chair in the twilight. 

‘*I don’t want to,’’ said Jack quickly. 
‘It’s no fun doing as you please.” 

‘**I don’t want to try it again,’’ said Emily. 
‘‘T had a good time to-day, but I’m sorry I 
didn’t help mama. It’s all right in the day 
time, but when evening comes and mama is 
very tired, I’m sorry I didn’t do a thing but 
please myself. Don’t let us do it again, mama.”’ 

**I1 don’t want to do as 1 please, either,’’ 
said Florence. ‘I spoiled my parasol and my 
new dress, and Geraldine Mignonette looks 
like a fright. I’m not going to pout after 
this when Auntie wants me to stay at home.’’ 

‘* Well, we won’t try it to-morrow,’’ said 
Mrs. Porter, ‘‘but the next time you are 
naughty and must be punished we might try 
another do-as-you-please day.’’ 

That was last summer, but none of the 





have ever asked for another whole 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, July 17, rgto. 
The Christian use of letter-writing. 
(Psa. 45:1; 1 John 2 : 12-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—Letters of warning (2 Cor. 2: 9; 
13 : 2, To). 

TUEs.—Of commendation (Rom. 16 : 1-2), 

WED.—Of instruction (Rom, 1 : 1 ; Jude 3). 

THuR.—Of rca A 3 John). 

FR1.—Of pleading (Philemon 1-25). 

Sat.—Of eo (x Pet. 
22-25). 


: 3-7, 











What constitutes a good letter ? 

How may we use letters to encourage people ? 

What kind of letters should boys and girls 
write home ? 


HERE is not a biography in the world, 
perhaps, which does not evidence the 
power of letters to mould men’s lives. 

And there are perhaps few lives among the 
unnumbered multitudes who are not com- 
memorated in biographies, in Christian lands 
at least, which have not influenced others or 
been deeply influenced themselves by a letter. 

The most widely circulated literature in 
the world to-day, with the exception of the 
four Gospels, is a small collection of letters, 
As Tolstoy has said: ‘‘ How strange and 
odd it would have seemed to the educated 
Romans of the middle of the first century had 
any one told them that the obscure, confused, 
and often unintelligible Jetters, addressed . by 
a wandering Jew to his..friends and. pupils 
would, have ahundred, a thousand, a hundred 
thousand times more.readers, more . circula- 
tion, and more influence over people than all 
,the. poems, odes, elegiés, and elegant epistles 
of the authors of that age! And -yet that is 
what has happened.”’ 


We cannot write any letters which will live 
and work as Paul’s Epistles have lived and 
worked, but we have our own opportunities 
and duties none the less. We can write to 
people who are too far away to talk with. 
We can cheer them up in despondency. We 
can share a good idea or the knowledge of a 
good book with them. We can comfort them 
in sorrow. Wecan rejoice with them in joy. 
We can tell them of what means most to us 
and may come to mean most to them also, 


* Oftentimes there are explanations and con- 
fessions to be made which we feel unable to 
make orally. A misunderstanding needs to 
be cleared away, an apology is due, and we 
have no ability to put it in word of mouth. 
Often it will be better to go and try to do it, 
but often we know tHat we cannot, or are 
sure that we may make more of the very 
embarrassment which we wish to remove. 
We can, at least, write, and if we think and 
pray about it, we have a right to count upon 
God’s certain guidance and blessing.’ Ne 

Many people find it hard to converse about 
religious things and to seek, by conversation, 
to win others to Christ. The very difficulty 
often indicates the duty, and the realization 
of the difficulty increases the efficiency of the 
man who feels it and conquers it. But if we 
cannot speak to this or that person, we can 
write to him, and if we are watchful some 
special opportunity for writing will come 
which will save our letter from appearing an 
intrusion. If we act in love we shall do no 
harm, and failing to act may mean the forfeit- 
ure of a great chance to help a soul. 


** Do it now,”’ is the only practicable rule 
with regard to letter-writing. Ifwe postpone 
such duties they accumulate so as to become 
impossible of performance. At the end of 
the week or fortnight we look at the accumu- 
lated pile of reminders and realize that we 
simply cannot write all the letters that we 
ought. In consequence we write none. But 
if each day, each hour, we seize the oppor- 
tunity to write when it comes we. shall be 
able to keep abreast. of our duties::and* to go 
on with a conscience at rest.and a heart full 
of joy. 
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Watch Hill | 


RHODE ISLAND 


a historic and Seocinating ocean resort on 
the New England coast, four hours by rail 
from New York. Both ocean and bay front- 
age i surf bathing; sailing and rowing. 

ood fishing and crabbing. Fine roads; 
golf; famous sunset views; select cottage 
patronage; few hotels, of which the old- 
established house of reasonable rates, with 
all modern improvements, is 


Hotel Plimpton 


. * Send for ittustrated booklet to 
Joun C, KEBABIAN, OWNER and PROPRIETOR 
Watcnu Hint, R. 1. 






















Allen’s Foot-Ease 
\ SHAKE INTO YOUR SHOES 


Allen’s Foot=Ease, the antiseptic 
for thefeet. it cures pain- 

ul, swollen ey , nervous fee’ 
and instantly takes the sting out 
corns and bunions. it’s 









ting or new shoes feel easy. 
certain cure for ingrowing nails, 
gerenting, callous and tired, aching 
feet. e have ‘over 30,000 testimo- 
nials. TRY IT TO-Day. Sold 
everywhere, 25¢. not accept 
any substitute. Sent by mail for 
25c. in stamps. 

wee funch. FREE Trial Package Seat by Mail 
Poot-Ease. ALLEN S$. OLMSTED, Le Roy, N. Y. 
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This brifiiant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 
Arrests atterition from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A house s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, nt, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 

nears go No matter how 

ne the 2 house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 
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The Western Theological poeminary 
North Side, Pittsburgh, 
Founded by General aarsh Pe 1825. 

The Faculty consists of six professors and four in- 
structors. The course of study is thoroughly practi- 
cal, and is nennded to train men as pastors and preach- 
ers, Elective system enables students to prepare them- 
selves for special forms pad nee activity, embracing 


Christian sociol wor! 
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Nashville, Tenn. 46th yea ‘Seminary rend teen Ss 
Courses. Colle preparation. Comservatory 
sic. t75 Boarding Y Pupils Complete appointments 
City a vantages. Outdoor sports. Deli ay climate. 
For catalog address J. D. BLANTON, 
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California Hospital ( ae) School for Nurses Tavs : 


in California and a fessional education, without 
expense, to High School graduates. Ideal Hospital 
with tropical gardens. Illustrated booklet free. 


THe PRATT TEACHERS AGENCY, 70 Fifth 
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What School for My Boys? 
By the Father of Several : 





A 
HEY are old otoa now e me 
put concern their se at in | think 
a e. 
bong 1 ao ints te S cgydlr g $ and 
their vigorous, 
dawning consciousness of ranged =< 
I ask great wisdom my ly 


Father to make their iather wise and 
far-see shaping infnedpes 
In my mind’s eye I can see the school to 
which I would like to have them go. First 
of all, I see most clearly the principal of that 
school. He isa man who has not forgotten 
his boyhood ; be has kept freshly in his 
thought the temptations of a boy; he kas 
ast bow. chop teals when he is up 

08 hardest kind of problems, menta a 
physical, and at heart he is childlike in his 
simple, straightforward views of equity, jus-: 
tice, and truth,. When I take my boy’s hand 
and put it in his, I know by the way he takes, 
hold that his life will be poured into that 
boy’s life, and I shall be glad of the blend. 
He is a strong, clean man, first of all, and 
because he is that, his teaching ability is 
effective. I like the way he teaches; he 
gives the 4 the foundation every time, and 
then he leads the boy to build upon that. 
He does nct do the building for him. He 
gets him to like work, and to like to work 
hard, He gives the boy a sense of fellow- 
ship with ideals that beckon him to purity, 
sound-mindedness, level-eyed views of his 
own weaknesses, and his own possibilities, 
and a large charity toward the other fellow 
who isin need. He gets the boy interested 
in poetry. No, I don’t mean mere verse, 
but poetry wherever it shows itself,—in writ- 
ten prose, in the music of verse, in history ; 
yes, and even in mathematics, and certainly 
in the world of nature. By poetry I mean 
i <§ Sir Philip Sidney called ‘highest 
truth,’’ 


teach the boy to live, not as alit-. 
he Bn S as & veal boy. He will not 
quench his enthusiasm; he will not allow 
hin to be indifferent, even to the-slightest 
duty, or privilege. He will make life fing 
true, and by his influence my boys will grow 
into competent ability, equipped for smooth 
seas and rough, with a keen liking for the 
thing that is just beyond. 


shows text-books that have sap in them ; that 
grow as you study them ; that attract because 
of their make-up and their contents and their 
stimulating aia. I find that those text- 
books are only the basis for instruction, and 
not the end of it; that they are designed to 
lead the boy out, through the gate of the 
home-yard into the highway that winds away 
into the far distance of achievement, My 
boys shall not live behind the hedges, but 
shall know what the great travelers on that 
highway have accomplished, and shall be so 
moved by the noble es 1 of the world’s 
workers that they, too, shall deeply desire to 
make their way into worthy service. The 
text-book in each departnient will be written 
by one’ who understands the significance of 
words to suggest and quicken. |My boys in 
that school may find study hard, bail they will 
not find it dull, 

From their windows they are to look out 
on scenes that do not harm their finest sensi- 
bilitiés, The grounds of the school are well 
kept} things ‘are in place; disorder Has no 
home there, either within. the building or 
without: The neighborhood: is as free: as 

ible from contaminating influences, and 
the social life in the school itself makes for 
something. more than an ifterest in froth. 
Fairness and courtesy, the giving up of sel- 
fish interest for the benefit of others, honest 
team work in everything, characterize the 
everyday life of that school. 

In that school the boy of large means will 
not be counted as of less importance than the 
boy of moderate means ; nor will the boy of 
moderate means be counted less distinguished 
than the rich man’s son. Clean living, faith- 
ful work, skill in doing the thing that every 
boy is called on to do in schoo!-room or ath- 
letic field, or in. the secial life of the school, 
will be the tests by which my boys. must be 
measured, ‘They are not to be pampered or 
coddled. They are to be a part.of the com- 
munity life of the group of boys under the 
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gt school will not tolerate breaches of 
boy has once fully 
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school s bay Soles , who a 





acter-trainin, ‘ 
processes at home. Here I want to do my 
level best to bring the home up to the stand- 
ards of the school, co-opérating with “the 
principal and his fellow-teachers at every 
point in the development of the boys them- 
selves, If I too may rise to the ideals that 
the boys’ mother has for them, the home and | 
the school will be working together for their 
best up-building, 

I am not afraid of setting the ideal too 
high, nor is the principal whom I have in 
mind, It is a good deal worse to be satis- 
fied with a low ideal for convenience’ sake, 
than it is to come just a little short of the. 
highest ideal after a big struggle for it. Iam 
going to sift the conditions in every school to 
which I am at all thinkin 
boys, and when I find he one nearest the 
ideal, to that school they shall go. 
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SCHOOL t=: 


California 
A Boarding and Day School tor Girls. 
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ular aca- 
demic courses. usic, Art, Librar ork, ‘Home 
Economics. Special attention to health in gymnasium 
and outdoor work. Write for catalogue. ELLA CLAY 
Carson, LL.D., Pres., Mills College P. O., California. 


GET THE MONEY 


Learn the Collection Business. Wonderful 
opportunity for money making. Requires no 
capital. But little competition. Our first les- 
sons enable you to start a. business of your 
own, We refer business to you.. Write for 
** Pointers om the Collection Business,’ 417 
State Street, Detroit, Michigan. 
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The Schauffler 
Missionary Training School 


prepare. 3 young women for Home Missionary work 
and various church activities. 

Address 5111 Fowler Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. 
BETHANY COLLEGE. Founded in 1840.“ Lo- 

cated 40 miles south of Pittsburg. Co-educa- 
tional. Courses offered VJlassical, Scientific, Biblical, 
Musical, Preparatory. Young Boys and 
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Professor Gilmore’s Wedding Book 
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- Literature, Uni iversity of Rochester. 

Each in handsome white box. 


Price, $6.00 Dozen, postpaid. Sample, 50c 
SCRANTOM; WETMORE & CO., 
Publishers, Dept. D. Rochester, N. Y. 


for a sample Pupils’ Pad’’ for the 

new Graded Course; mention grade 

desired, —Beginners, Primary, or Junior. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


to3r Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
When answering aver peoments, 


















~ 


AND CO. 
CHICAGO 
































. 

















please 





mention The Sunday School Times. 





